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SECURITY
MARKING

The classified or limited status of this ropont applies
fo cach page, unless otherwise marked.
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accerdingly.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794, THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
{Ig CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U. S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be related thereto.
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# 2. 7: .perational Report - lLessons Learned, Headquarters, 5th
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.ubject report is forwarded for review and evaluation 1in accordance
.itn paragraph 4b, AR 325-15. Information of acrions inttiated as a
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o. lotormation contained in this report is provided to insure approupriate
cenefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and
=3v be adapted tor use in developing training material.
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CCHFIOENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
ETADQOUARTERS
STH SPECIAL FORCES IROUP (AIRBORNE) m SPTCIAL FORCES
APO San Francisco 240

AVGRC 15 May 1970

SUBJSCT: Operational Report-lessons learned of Sth Special Forces Orou
(&bn) for the Period Tnding 30 April 1970, RCS CSPOR-65 (R2

THRU s Camanding General, United States Army Vietnam
ATIN: AVHOC-DST, APO San Francisco 96375
Commander=-in-Chief, United States Army, Pacific
ATTN: OQPOP-DT, APO San Francisco 96558

T0: Assistant Chief of Staf? for Force Development
Department of the Aray

1. (C) Section I, Operations: Significant Activities.’
a, QJeneral,

#(1) Mission: The missions aseigned to the 5th SFOA that have a
classification of not higher than Confidential are as follows:

(a) To exercise command and control of subordinate detachmenta,

(b) To advise and amsist the Vietnamese Speuial Forces (TNSP) and
support the Civilian Irregular Defense Group (CIDG) Program,

(¢) To provide intelligence to COMUSMACV.

(d) To conduct special operations,

(e) To conduct the MACY Recondo School.

(f) To act as Sector/Subsector advisors as dirscted by COMUSMACY,

(2) Orgenisational Structure. See organisational chart at Inclesurs 1,
troop d*apos!ffon TIsts at Inclosure 3, and Corps Tactical Zone (CTZ) mape
at Inclosure L, :

(3) Commanders and Ksy Persomnsl. See list at Inclosure 2.

# o NOTE: Missions with Secret clagsification are found in MACV Directive
10-11, dtd 1 Nov 63 and Cambined Campaign Plan AB 145, dtd 31
Oct 69,

FOR o7 o7 GROUP 3
702053 DOSNARADED AT 12 YEAR INTERVALS

: y NOT AUTOMATICALLY DECIASSIFIED
metesr QUNF I DENTIAL DO DIR §200,1




CCUFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: {Operational "eport-Lessons learned of Sth Speclal Forces Grou
(Abn) far the Period GSnding 30 April 1970, ©°CS CSFOR=65 (R2

(L) Situation at the Reginning of the Period. In I CTZ, Special Forces
assats 2xperlienced a decrease 1n ememy activity, Operations from Camp THUONG
"UC experienced seversl contacts with up tc company size enemy units in the
northwestern portions of the Camp's TAOR, The Ipecial Forces Camp at HA THANH
was the only other camp which made several contacts with enemy forces, all
cther camps experienced a low level of enemy activity. TII CTZ Special Forces
assets also experienced a low number of anemy contacts during the month. 1In
KONTWN! Province, contacts were svoradic &s enemy forces conducted light
attacks bt Tire agalnst Camp DAK PZK, Tn the central portion of II CTZ,
eremy elements were centered around Camp PLEI MROMG. A P captured on 1L
February six K lometers northwest of PIEI MRONG, identified the Early “arning
Section, 2Lth iTA Regiment, The P further stated that the Lth Bn, 2ith
I7A Reziment and the regimental headquarters were located within Fase Area
701, while the K-6 Bn was located along Highway 14, approximately six kilo-
metors northwest of the camp, In 17 February an estimated 300 VC initiated
contact with & platcon size opersation fram Camp PLEI ME, ten kilometers north-
northtrest of the camr., The enemy unit responsible for the attack was
rrotably an elemmmt of the uth 2n, 95B NVA Regiment, which was lmown to be
operating in the area, In TIT CTZ enemy activity was at a low level through-
cut the ronth with the exception of the 3d MSFC's area of operations in LONG
YR Province and Camp BEN SOIt's TACR, TAY NINH Province, In PHUCC LuiG Pro-
vince, enemy activity consisted of light attacks<by-~fire diracted mainly
against T7"3's in the northern portion of the province. Camp BU DOP received
four light attacks-by-fire while Camp DUC PRONG received one, Zlerments of the
27Sth 7C and 17th NVA Pegiments, 5th VC Division, wers both identified by
dscrents captured during the month and were probably responsible for the
activiz in the province. During the reporting perlod there was also an
increase in reports cf enemy food shortages throughout the province. These
revorts vere Somevhat sustained by the low level of enemy activity., In RINH
L3T Frovinca, enemy activity consisted of small unit contscts, the majority
of wyhich involvad elemants of the 7th NVA Division, The lilst NVA Regiment
Tth NTA Tivision, was ldentified on thres separate occasions in an area 10 to
15 iZlorster northeast of Camp 107 U'IH, while the 20%th NVA Regiment, 7th
Vi Civicien, remained in an area six to ten kilomaters southwest of RU DOP
along the 2T LONY/PHUOC LONG Province border. <lements of the 165th XVA
Cegirent, 7th ¥VA Division, were identilied d:ring the last week of February
in an area elght to ten kilometers northwest of Camp TOMR LE CHON, TAY NTNH
Prevince, possibly irndicating that elsments of the regiment had redeployed
‘rom thelr “ormer arza of operatinns, along the BINH LONG/PHUOC LONG Province
border, rorthuest of LOC WINH, In TAY NINH Province, Camp BFN SOI experienced
an increase in activity during the period 1 to 9 February. On 1 February,
the camp received a ground attack by an estimated enemy sapper platoon. On
7 and 9 February, CSF operations engaged an estimated enemr company 12
kilameters west of the camp., Intelligencs sources raported that elsments of

INCL
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CCNFIDENTIAL

SURJEAT: Operational Rsport-lessons learned of Sth Special Forces Oroup
(Abn) for the Period Tnding 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-45 (R2)

the lst Battalion, 272d VC Regiment, $th VC Division were located north

of the camp, and were probably responsible for the activity in BEN SOI's
TACRe Clsevwhere in the province, Camp KATUM received saven light attacks-
by-fire, probably conducted by elements of the $th VC Division to screen

the mov.ment of troope and suppliss in and adjacent to the Camp's TAOR., In
HAU NGHIi Province, enemy activity consisted of light attacks=by-fire
directad against Free 'Jorld Force installations located along infiltration
routes, An intelligence source reported that Sub-legion 2 was organizing a
new regimsnt from unite opsrating in HAU NGHIA Province. The new regiment
would reportedly be composed of the 267th and 269th VC .ad DEB NVA Battalions
and would operate in the CUC HOA area. In LONG KHA'H Province, slsments of the
3d MSFC discoversd 23 caches, the majority of which were located in an ares
10 tc 15 kilometers northeast of RANO RANG and conductsd over 170 toms of
weapons, ammunition, and miscellansous equipmsnt, The material contained in
the caches was probably intended for the use of enemy units operating in
SubeRegion 5, as elements of both Sub-Region S and the 81st Rear Service
qroup were identified by documents captured in the RANG RANG area, In IV CT2
snemy-initiasted activity rsmained at a low to mederate level throughout the
CTZ, characterized by attacks=-by-Iire and trocp movement. Intelligence
sources stated that the enemy would conduct the TET Offensive during this
period; however, it failed to materlalize due to the apparent failure of the
enemy to position trocops into his repcrted target areas and the lack of
sufficient food, ammunition, and medical supplies. Major targets were to
have inciuded the provincial capitals CHAU DOC, MY THO, and possibly CAN
THO Citles and numerous district headquartere, villages, and new life
hamlets. Primary emphasis was reportedly to be placed on the sastern aress
of thy CTZ and the Seven Mountains arsa. During the first week of the month
intelligencs sources reported that the 261A, 267B, and 269th V¢ Main Force
Battalions, which normally operaté in the central areas of the CTZ, were
located to the north in Cambodian border base areas, TIn addition, the 88th
NVA Regiment was reportedly operating in the Crowts Nest area with the
intentions of i{nfiltrating DINH TUONG Province to participate in attacks
against the MY THO City.DONG TAM area. Intelligence sources Zurthsr
indicated that a large enemy force had moved westward along the Cambodiarn
border to Base Area 704, This wnit was helieved to have been elemants of the
95A NVA Pegiment, Sth NVA Division. Turing the second wesek of the month the
enemy suffared substantial losses in the eastern areas of the CTZ, which
were telisved to havs been an important factor in the enemy's decision to
postpone the predicted TET Offensive, On 8 Fsbruary slementzs of the Z-7

and Z-8 Battalions, 85th NVA Tegiment, were contacted approximstely 1L
kilometers south of Camp BINH THANH THON, This was the first confirmation
of the unit!s intentions to infiltrate to the central areas of the CTZ,
After the contact the unit reportedly returnsd to the SONG TRANG area of
Cambodia to regroup and retrsin its -arsonnsl, During the remainder of the

INCL 3
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COUFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operational Paport-lessons Learned of Sth Special Forces %Grou
(Abn) for the Period Snding 30 April 1970, ™CS CSFOR=65 (R2

(L) Situation at the Beginning of the Period, In I CTZ, Special Forces
assats 2xperienced a decrease in ensmy activity. Operations from Camp THUONG
~UC experienced several contacts with up to company size enemy units in the
northwestern portions of the Camp's TACR, The 9pecial Forces Camp at HA THANH
was the only other camp which made several contacts with enemy forces, all
other camps experienced a low level of enemy activity. II CTZ Special Forces
assets also experisnced a low number of enemy contacts during the month, In
KONTUM Province, contacts were sporadic as enemy forces conducted light
attacks by ire against Camp DAK PEK. In the central portion of II CTZ,
enemy elements were centered around Camp PLEI MROMG. A PRY captured on 1L
February six lilometers northwest of PLEI MRONG, identified the Early arning
Section, 2Lth NVA Regiment., The P further stated that the Lth Bn, 2hth
NVA Reziment and the regimental headquarters were located within Rase Area
701, while the K~6 Bn was located along Highway 14, approximately six kilo-
metors northwest of the camp. On 17 February an estimated 300 VC initlated
contact with a platoon size operation from Camp PLEI ME, ten kilometers north-
northwest of the camp. The snemy unit responsible for the attack was
orobably an elemamt of the Lth Bn, 95B NVA Regiment, which was known to be
onerating in the area, In III CT'Z enemy activity was at a low level through-
out the month with the exception of the 3d MSFC's area of operations in LONG
FHAM Province and Camp BEN SOIts TACR, TAY NINH Province. In PHUOC LONG Pro-
rince, enemy activity consisted of light attacks«by-fire dirscted mainly
aeca’nst TSB!'s in the northern pertion of the province, Camp BU DOP received
four light attacks-by-{ire while Camp DUC PHONG received one, Zlements of the
27Sth VC and 17th NVA Regiments, 5th VC Division, were both identified by
documents captured during the month and wers probably responsible for the
actlvity in the province. During the reporting period there was also an
increasc in reports of enemy food shortages throughout the province, These
reports were somevhat sustained by the low level of enemy activity, In ®INH
Lot Provinca, enemy activity consisted of small unit contacts, the majority
of which invelved elements of the 7th NVA Division, The li41st NVA Regiment
7th NVA “ivision, was identified on three separate occasions in an area 10 to
15 lrilometer: northeast of Camp LOC NINH, while the 209th NVA Regiment, 7th
VA Jiviecion, remained in an area six to ten kilometers southwest of BU DOP
along the 2TMH LCNT/PHUOC LONG Province border, Tlements of the 165th NVA
Segiment, 7th NVA Division, were identilfled during the last week of February
in an area elght to ten kilometers northwest of Camp TONG LE CHON, TAY NINH
Prcvince, possibly irdicating that elements of the regiment had redeployed
from their “ormer area of operatinns, along the BINH LOMG/PHUOC LONG Province
border, northwest of LOC NINH, In TAY NINH Province, Camp BEN SOTY experienced
an inerease in activity during the period 1 to 9 February. On 1 February,
the camp received a ground attack by an estimated enemy sapper platoon. On
7 and 9 February, CSF operations engaged an estimated enemy company 19
kilometers west of the camp, Intellligence sources reported that elements of

INCL 2
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soratlonat Panort.Lassiic learned of S-h Spariii “orces Ar-up

i Terotne Feplod Tufui- 30 April 1970, v menonlis @
Divisions, explain the low level of activity experienced during the month.
In IV CTZ, enemy activity ranged from a moderate to high level throughout
the month, During the period 30 March to 6 April, the enemy conducted the
initial phase of his Spring-Summer Campaign, which was directed primarily
against military installations and district towns in the north-western
portion of the CTZ. Enemy activity remained at a moderate level throughout
the remainder of the month in the western portion of the CTZ as the eneuy
attempted to maintain his offensive posture and counter the
pacification program. The failure of enemy units to successfully reach their
assigned targets in the eastern portion of the CTZ attributes to the sub-
stantially lower level of activity experienced in that area.

LT LTUT AL
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CONF IDERTTAL

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned of S5th Special Forces Group
(abn) for the Perlod Ending 30 April 1970. RCS CSFOR-65

be Ln,alligonce
(1) Significant Section Activities

(a) Collection: During the reporting period the S2 Collection Branch
approved a total of 15 Operational Flans &nd Addenda. Further, a total of
353 coded informants were teminated and 160 prospective agents wara
voded.  Ine iR oo .« Fiaral
Year 197C was revised. The proposed Fiscal Year 1971 budget was
submitted and approved by the Croup Commander. The budget,
decrease was a resuit ol the recent reduction in the Sth SFGA's intell-
igence mission. As & result of ciscussions between VNSF anc SFCA the
Combined Intelligence Assistance Team (CIAT) was discontinuea, The CIAT
will be used in the future upon individual request and/or when deemed
necessary. A complete list of unproductive agents was sent to each of the
lettered companies and appropriate detachments, thus encouraging term-
ination of dead weight agents and revitalization of existing nets.

(b) Operations:

1 Retrospect studies for February, }arch, and April were prepared and
cisserinated. The studies furnished a short history of enemy activity
guring the ccrresronuing months of 1966, 1967, 1968, and 1959. Conclusions
and probable ccurses of action for 1970 were included. The purpcse of the
stuay was L0 jrovide sth SFGA subordinate units with background inform-
ation on previous enemy actlvity, sa it has been recognized that the
eneMy orien establicnes tactical petterns and frequently coemr.emerates
[rrtic.lar aates of lilsturical significance with otfensive activity,

€ ' syecisl study of the ethnic, linguistic, and religious groups of
Soutn Vie. om was completed fna alsseminated to subordinate units. The
foply~rec-2 study wes intended to rrovide Sth SFGA elements with a better
welerstonding ¢f sach ethinic yroup rerresented within the Republic of
Viatnes, to fuclude langruapes speren end religions jracticed by the
various groups. 7he study was fFroduced as a supplement to tne 5th SFCA
“A" Detachment !landbock in order to familiarize Special Ferces personnel
with the peoples with whom thLey are assocleted on a daily basis. The
study included s basic letter and six inclosures containing the inform-
ation pertinent to the applicable CTZ and letter company:

a. Incl 1 2 description ¢f the minority ethnic groups vwithin the
applicabie CTZ.
b. Incl 2 4 listing of ethnic [roups residing in provinces containing

CIDG camps.
c. Incl 3 4 statistical descrirtion of trcop ethnic composltion in
each CILY camp. 6

CUNFSOENTIAL
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CONFIDELTIAL

$U35: it {perational Report - Lessons Learned of Sth Speciali Forces Group
(Abn) for the ieriod *nding 30 ;rril 1570. 1S CSFCR-65

d. Incl §i ¢ map portrayinug within “he applicavle CT: the location of
rajer ethnic jroups.

e. Incl 5 & gloscary of temms used in regard to the various ethnic
groups.

f. Incl & A4 brief synopsis of nzjor politico-military ethnic or
religious sects.

3 The operations s=ction Uruer ci sottle ancivstc orepared special
stuaies and tactical updzter on arua. of specias inverest to the
Commanding GLficer, uth “rd.. Ine .iudres, urvural of which were sub-
squently forwarded to CCIliL:. Cl, included the current tactical situations
at Special Forces Cumps I..1 .« and iy Jiw¢ in I C1Z; FLEI ME, vl PEK,
L'i. CLiNG, and 3CN HET in il Croej; and Cid .. oG, BLdH T/ NN THON, and BA
“CiIl in IV CT..  Aaditicnaliy, o speciei study <f QuiNG TRI Province was
com) leted fer cne Commanding (rliuit, as wasd a study of significant ect-
ivities in the 7T, Forest of iv Cle ter the jeriod ? « 5 larch 1970; in
cunjurcticn with lhuge st.iuies, a g cucnl ropert of deve sren 704 was
crmt boted. lwsercas umit stuwiics weoo jrélarsd ou awsior efieny units in-
velvad ia ol =gsive activi.tes o oiced L ecicl rorces assets.

L @he tiret twe Tntellipence wsulle.ias of 1970 were lssued on 10
end 23 43ril, “he bulletins briefed tre =reau of (1) alliea countermeasures
to enemy .i.;wr attacks, (2) idenlilicat. . of -uemy undts via thorcugh
jost-attucy search of Lnc bettlefizld, a:ws { 3) the dates of .aistorical
significr..ce to tha cnemy for the moati: =l tay.

S n e..lontion repert of tne Special forces ceather Observeilon Pro-
cTam was rov.Caxd the corvanding Cfficer, 5Lh Lrul.

6 (n 1l and 2 ,pril, the £2, S5th OSC. ecnducted an 52 conference
attended by C :nd B-uetachment SZ's. Iroblens c¥ cor=eon interest were
discussad in «n attempt to improve the overzil intelligence effort of the
vth SFGi in the areas of operatioas, counterintelligence, and collection.

(c) Counterinteiligence: During the period 13 January tc 12 fpril
1970, the Countcrintelligence (CI) Inspection Team conaucted 12 announced
and 15 unannounccd CI inspections of Headquarters staff sections and
comranien in Sth 5FG/. Results of these inspections 8€rved as the basis
Jor tightering of security controls and procedures. Strict compliance
4ith security directives by a'l personnel assigned to the 5th SFGA is
essential to the successful sccomplishment of the uission of the 5th

SFGA.
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SLAECY: Cperaticnal Repcrt - Lessons Les 1ed of Sth Specirl Forces UGroup (Abn)
for the Perict' ading 30 Arril 1970. 'CE SFOR-65 (R-2)

(¢, . Corps Tactical Lone.

t#) in early February enemy strength (*) in I CTZ was between 35,000 and- .
10,030 trocps, of which approximately 25,000 were ccmbat troops. Contagtsg and
eaemy; activit, wouio &L & MOUErale leveld uuriaf the rejorvang  period, al huugn
a subatantisl increasc was notca auring April as the enemy introduced his Spring-
sumter Cempaign. 3y the ena of Alril, the enemy was estimated to have , between
45,000 anw 0,000 personnel of which ajproximately 45,000 wert combat ps.
™is increase in enemy strength was attributed to the return of elements of the
304th, 360tn puw 3243 VA Livisions into South Vietnam. At the beginning of the
reperting jericd, cuaeny forces were ope.ating with one division, 12 independent
regiments, &nd b5 manecver bhattalions. At “he close of the period, enemy forces
were operatin; with two divisions, 15 independent regiments, and 83 to t6é maneuver
pattalions., in aduiticn, i proximstely 30,000 to 35,000 troops were believed to
ve Gopluyed in Lacs ang Nortn Vietnam within striking distance of instsllations

in Joutn Lo taon.

tbLy  urine Yenruary, IV jr .awade sa2voral significant contacts with enenmy
forces aiuvny the cosstel lowlaras. The most significent of these was & 15 Yeb-
raary centrot by AN Banpers in the vieinity of 3T1hGL4A2, nine kilometers south
of H0T /' Zity, resulting in 16C C/INV. killed., the T-UYth VC Lain Ferce ard

the "=l 0n V¢ Leedl Foree 3attalions were identified during thils contact. In
“rvp s TR Twavince, Camp I'fI . experienced no significant enemy activities
within it 2709, T CAdG NAF rovince, the hznd VC lain force Reconnaissence

anc the L-i6t VA Communtcations Jattalions were identifi ° in Base ires 1le.
Cn 1l “ebr=ry, rersonne) from Cemp NO!G SON experienced v:rious symptoms ususelly

Ciceatifi oo ooth 7Y peas. This was the first reported instar -e in this ares of the

epemy *tli oy o Y crpevility.  Canmp operetions from THUCNC DUC experiencei
gsevarel centerts with ‘I forces in the northwestern jortior of the camp's TAOR,
pos:ivly with "omeats of the 1lhlst VF Regiment. In QUAL TIN rovince, a cump
orr *° - Uren TIRN *300C directed carp srtiilery on VC/NVA 1¢ :es in the vicinity
of :TO51cli, eipht kilumeters northwest of the camp on 10, 12 and 16 February, re-
s:1lting 4n = total ol L3 VC/WVL xilied. A HOT 7Hs ™, who rallied to the 2nd

BRVE Zdvisic -, statea thet a VC W cam ar hospital complex were locsted in the
vicinit of AT»S0055, 17 kilometers southwest of TTYN PHUCC. On 22 and 24 Feb-
Tuary, ARN elements discovered two 2CO-bed hospita. complexes in the vicinity

cf ATy two kilcmeters ezst of the HUI CIIANH's reported location. IThe
hodpi®tsls .e believed to have been operated by the ieadquarters, 2nd NV? Ulvi-
sion. TIn GUANG NGAX Province, opecial Forces camps experienced a low level of
enemy activity, although Camp HA ThONi! did experience several contacts, possi-

bly with elements of the 120th VC Local Force Bet®lion, QUANC NGAI Provincial
Force. In aduiticn, AVN elements discovered a 61-ton rice cache in the vici-
nity of BS3377H9, eipht kilometers northwest of Camp HA TH/NH. The cache wes
believed Lo have bee, destined for elements of the 21lst NV Rezgiment, nd NVA

NOTE: # includes thcse unitg within the UEZ and those in NVN and Lsos in close

enough proximity to pose a rignificant tactical threat to 1 CTZ.

8
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SURJE.T: (perativnal iwj -:t. ~ lescuns searned of Sth Upecial Forces Crowu
tor the !ericd siarng o0 npril 1970, HCS C3FOR-65 (R-2)

Divieion operating in 3zse .res ¢k, wuring lorci, enety sctivity continuec nt
& moderate level as comjzicu toe the level of sctivity experienced during February.
In CUCANG 7RI Previncs, the ~ost siynifuce.t develuorment was the identification of
the 812th NVA Aepl.ent, i3 .. .iviziir, s:u the Z7th NVA Regiment, B=5 Front.
Deccuments diseovered cn an eaer:. killed b elerents of the lst ARVN Division on
17 Fereh identi(ied the viciim &s a “¢rtein Tivm the bl2th NVA Regiment. This
was the first fcentiricati-n of elemanue of the repiment in grouad contact since
the unit hed infiltratec outh Vieiaur s doviog Nov-mber 1969, The 27th NVA Regi-
rant was identified on 20 !orei c¢uriap o centect with ARVYN elavents in the vici-
nity of YDO3B60Y, rine kilometars neriiw: ,m of -amp MAL ICC. Interrogation of
three Fl!s captureu aurang the battie iadicat.d that all of the reyiment's maneuver
battalion were cperating in Zoutr -letner. Tils wes the first confirmed presencs
of the entire regiment ia ‘cuth “lotnam,  fu 0707 N4% TFrovince, eamp operations
from THUCNG oUC made several si;.ificam coutscts witii unknown-sige enemy forces
10 kilometers scuthwest of the comp vetwzen & erd 10 ! arch. '‘hese ccntacts were
Fossibly with elements ol Uw SUta i sepiient, actine @s security for ‘he Head-
quarters, 4th irs Front. in .03 %.7 }rovince, the mest significant event was
the 12 kerch discovery ¢f en cusr- ce plex in tne viciaity of BT1INB239, 10 kilc-
meters norih of Camp Tikil :iUUC. Luvestigation of the complex later revealed
that it was a hcspital facility canable of serving afprc<imately 80 patients.
Contacts with " C/NVA i1orces providing sscurity vor the cunplex resulted in 21
VC/NVA killed and nine captured. In {UA%G NUA/ jrovince, Camp operations from
A 0 raiued an emem; base camp 17 kilcneters northwest 1 ii:@ camp, in the
vicinity of BSL;3374, resulting in eight military structures destroyed. An op-
eration frem GIf VUC initistec contact with en estimated ..V) company in the vi-
cinity of 2-3674l7, 1l kilcmeters norith of ths cemj. .unships and ertillary
suppc “eu the creration resulting in 2t structures destroyeu. 1he encwy units
invoitved in both cuntacts were pessibly elements of tre 2lst MvE Regiment, Znd
NVA Divisicn, which hed veen operating ir 3ese /jrea lct. buring /rril, the

enemy ccnducted hils most ~ffective mttack against = (Il rame in I 070 since Aug-
ust 1966, Cn 10 fpril & CULNG TRI Province, Ca} EAL LOC received 2 pround
attack by an estimsted reinforced enemy batva:icn, emj 10ying satcnel charges,
hand grenades, and bangalore torredoes ag- st the camp, resulting in €9 frisndly
killed and 3} wounued; 17 VA were killec. Interr -ation cf seversl prisoners
captured following the attacks indicated that elenents of the 66th A Regiment,
OLth NVA Division, and the 33ru VA Sajper BRattaelir- 7 T-ant, had rarticirated
in the sttack with the prirary mission of killing .pecial Forces j«rsonnel.
This waa the first inuication that these units t.ad returned to .. ... lhe 331d
iVA Saprer Batialion o not bean identii‘ied in ccntact since 31 July 1%6%,
wh’la ths 66th VA liegiment had not bee 'n contact since it ettucked and over-
rai. former Specisl Forces Camp LANG VE: on 1 Februery 1968. 1in {U4:iG TIN Froe
vince, on 12 A ril, a cemp operation f m TIEN PLUOC raided an encury base camp
and subsequently engaged an unknownesize enery force in the vicinit; of BT013037,
12 kilometers southwest of the camp. The anemy unit involved 4rs [cssibly an
element of the 3lst Hegiment, 2nd VA Division. in (¢/.G WU/L ovince, --mp
operations fyom HA TH:iH continued to make contacts with unkncwn-tize enem; forces
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eight tu nine kiicvelers west ¢l the camp, probably with e’ menis of the 120th
VC Local Force Battalion. .n adaition, a FAC mission flown on 7 2pril indicated
‘at an enemy base camp  asi=ting of huts, bunkers, ana an extensive tunnel com-
plex was ‘~cai?u in the vii‘adty of 352320¢3, 16 kilometers southwest of HA THANH.
The base camp. was belicved to have been occupleu by elements of the 120th VC
Lecal rorce 3attalicn. Cemt cuorations from 4 10 continued to experience enemy
resis ence frem VC forces eight teo ten kilometers nortt of tne camp. The enemy
unit favolved was possibly the 1-21xth VC Local Fore. Company, which wes bsliev.d
te ..av - o-en prov.ding sec:rity for the <] * Regiment, 2na HVA uivision. In
CUAIS N/ lrevince *he enly significant (vent was the 30 April attacks-by-fire
and sapper attack sgainst Camp THUCNC LUC. Interrogation cf an NVA PW captured
foilowing the atts~v identified the enemy units involved as elements of the 3tth
(717 $Cth) NVA Hegiment, 32L3 NVA Livision.

(¢} By the end of tie reporting period, the enemy remainea deployed for of-
fensive sctivitlies ss ha continued ths initiasl phases of iils lpring-Sumner Campalign.
The enemv rerained cepable ¢f conducting wide-spresd, cocrdinated ettaccs-by=-fire,
Supjorte: ' sajper attacks, ageinst military installations and propulatien ceaters
threwetout b STV, idth the intruduction of several nev units throughcut the CTZ
vhe ener  bas  chntantially increased his offensive capabilities. Frevicus
efficienc, displayed by enemy sappers and the increased number of enemy perscnnel
rejorteily receiving ssirer training inaicates that the enemy will rely heavil:
cn these. tucuics in order to gain tactical and psychoclogical victories. lnuica-
ticns are that the enemy will focus nis future offensive ectivities against iso-
lated outjosts uch a3 MAI LOC, THUONS LUC, NONG SON, and HA THANH 'nd major pop-
ulatic:: ana ‘netellisiaon cencers such as CUANG NGAI City, DANANG, HUB, and “LAiu
TrI Cit,.

(3 17 forms aciieal Ione
cm ey ar . s e e W
(o> [+ =;rl; Ffen,iem, anuny strength was estimated to be 55,900 personnel
of whdcn 31570 wees ¢ onhet treors. Lnemy-initimted activity increased fron a

low level “n Veirvsr c0o@ nigh level in April, with activity being centered
within 1087 Yrevicce,  Lluring early Aprdl, Camp 8UN HET, DAK SEANG, and DAK
PEL pecaivs  racinrete 20 heavy attacks-by~fire, with the enemy utilizing mortars,
rocksts, awi vercilileay riflec. Camps DAK SEAN and DAK PEK also received greund
probes. = the ard cf April, enemy strength was estimated to be 56,000 personrel
of which X:,0C0 were combat trecors.

{b) :pecial Fcrces assets continued to experience & low number of contacts
wiih the ensmy during Febroery. However, kree World Forces continued to restrict
the enemny'~ movemsnt and tierebr decrease his capabilitie within B3INH DIN Pro-
vince. A total of approxinmately 77 tons of rice, ammunition, ernu 100a suppiies
were captured in the province. In EONTUM Province, enamy sctivity continued to
be sporadic as enemy forces ccnducted light attacka=by-fire against Camp LAK FEEK
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and the surrouwnxiing area. On 1 February, the cerp received nine rounds of rock~
et fire, while the district headquarters, which is co-located with the camp, re-
ceived a ground probe amd 33 rounds of 82mm morter fire, resulting in 60% of the
hesdquarters destroyed. Activity around tha camp remained at a moderate level
throughout the first week, declining to¢ a low level by the middle of the month.
Elsewhere in the northsrn portion of the CTZ, enamy sctivity was alsc at a low
lsvel. In the central portion of the CTZ, ensmy activity was centered around Camp
PLEZI MPONC. A PW ceptured on 1 February, in the vicinity of ZAl60710, six kilo-
meters northwest of YLEI MRONG, $demtified the Early Warning Section, 2Lth NVA
Regiment. Ths PW further stated that the Lth Battalion, 2Lth NVA Regiment and
the rerimentel headquerters were located with Bese frea 701, while the Y-6 Bat-
tslicn, 2L*h ¥VA Repiment, was located along Highway 1l, approxdmstely six kilo-
meters northesest of the camp. Throughout the month, intelligence scurces con-
tinved te inn'eate that TLEI i RONG and PLEIKU City wrre prinary targets for fut-
uvre enc y eifensive activity. On 17 February, an ca*imated 300 VC initiated con-
tact with a platoon-937a oreration from Camp PIY, MI in tuae vicinity of ZA200170,
10 kilometers northenortheast of the camp. The onemy unit respongible for the
attack was prebably an elument of the Lth Dattalion, $§5B NVA Regiment, which was
known to be cperating in the area. In the southern portion of the CTZ, thers
was no asignificant intelligence activity affecting Special Forces assets veported
dving the month. During Farch, enemy activity was at a moderats level. In
KONTUM Province, enemy activity was centered -around the DAK TO area with intell-
igencn indicating that the enemy was combining his forces tc conduct ~ffensive
activity in late March or early April. Order of battle carried elements of the
¥.-20 MVA Sapper Battalion and the YLth end L4O6th VC Local Force Battslions opera-
ting in the grea., intelligence alsoc revealed that dua to the recent unsuccsasful
attacke against DIEN HINH and KON HORING, the 30Lth VC Local Force Bettalion was
directed to disperse 1ts subordinate slements into squad-size units with the mias-
sion of reverting to guerrilla tactica. Elements of the lLth MSF Battalicn, opera-
ting in the southern portion of Cemp BEN HET's TACR, made sporadic contact with
up to plstoonesize eney forces. Order of battle carried elements of the ¥K-30
NYs Artillery Battalion, LOth NVA ‘rtillery Regiment and the K-80 NVA Infantry
Battalion operating in the area. 1. was possible that the K-33 NVA Artillery
Sattalion, UOth NVA Artillery Regiment, may have also besn opsrating in the
southern portion of BEN HET's TAOR. In PLEIKU Province, elements of the lst MSF
Reccnnaissance Company and CSF operation made sporadic contact in the southern
portion of Cemp PLEI MRCNG's TAOR. Tntelligences scurces revesled that an unident-
ifisd battalion was locatcd in the camp's TAOR and had access to various rice

and ammunition caches in the area. Order of battle carried elements of the =631
NYA Artillery-Infantry Battalion fnd elements of the 2ith NVA Regimeni operating
in the area, both capable of co jucting attacke ageinst friendly insmtallations.
Free 'iorld Forces discovered several rice caches fotaling 22 tons in the northern
portion of FLEI ME's TAOR. Anslysis of intelligence revealed that the snamy was
possibly infiltrating through the camp's TAOR. Order of battle carried slaments
of the Lth 3Battalion, 95B NVA Regiment opsrating in the northern portion of the
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camp's TAOR. In the southern portion of the CTZ, two Pde captured north of Camp
AN LAC idantified the H=10-( Ccnpany. while documents captured on 9 March in the
same -ricinity iaentified the 252nd Transportaticn 3attalion, 250th NVA Transpor-
tation iegiment, which was carried by order of battie in the northern portion or
the carp's TAOR. Throughout the monthk intellifence sourcea indicated th-t enemy-
initiated activity would increase in the northern portion of he CTZ durdng April.
On 1 ipril, the eneny initiated the lst Phase of his Soring-Summer Campaign, with
attacks=by-fire and limited ground attacks being conaucted against all major US/
vl installations within the CTZ. The most prolonged enemy offensive activity
was cond .ct-d againat Camp DAK SEANG, wnich recsived daily barrages ¢f mixed nor-
tar, rock.-t, ena recoiliess rifle fire throughcut the month. MNSF, CSF, snd ARVN
forces made heavy ~xntact with u; to company-size enemy units, while the camp
received vnhiown-size ground probes. On 7 April, CSF perscnnel conducting a
sweep of the canp's perimeter discovered 222 NVA bodies. Also on 7 épril, a FW
captured cne kilometer south c¢f the camp identified his unit as the C-4 Company,
r~1 Battalicn, 268th NVA Regiment. He stated that the K-1 Battalicn was attacking
the camp frum the southwest, the K-2 Battalion from the north, while the k-3 Bat-
talion was acting es security for the Heaaquarters, 28th NVA Regiment, and had
the mission of clearing and cove~ing the withdrawal jhese onc~ the camp hed been
cverrun. e turther stated that each bettalicn had a trangyortation platoon at-
tached and thzt cne platocn of the 4Cth WYY Artillery Regiment aad the (-1, Sup~
port Company, 50th NVA Artillery Regiment, with an antieircraft capability, wers
located southwest of the carp. The source elso stated that prior to his unit's
infiltration into DAL SEfNG's TADR. he had overheard cadre from the 66t» NVA Reg-
iment ciscussing fFlans to reconnojter the BEN HET area for possible firture offen-
sive activity. Anothesr FW, ceptured ten kilometers west of DAL SEANG, identifies
the znd Trensrortation 2sttalion, 3-3 Front. Clsewhere in northern KONTUM Province,
Camp LAY I'Ell received heavy barrages of mortsw, 10cket; reccilless rifle, and
small amms fire betweer 12 and 3 A;ril, while MSF and CSF operations made contect
with up to company-cize enery units in the area. (rn 13 ipri?, CSF elements con-
ducted a sweer of the local area and discovered 124 Ve bicies. Intelligence
scurces cintinuea tc inucicate trat enemy forces were ccnpregating in Base Lrea
€09 and | cssibuy preyaring for offensive activity against Camp BEN HET. Visual
reconnaissance missicns flown 2n % .pril revesled numercus bunkers, foxholes,

and twuel o rmplexes within four kilometers nort west of the camp. On 16 Ajril,
a "W captured 15 kilometers soutn of the camp identified his unit as the C2nd
Company, 1L-33 Battalicn; LOth !IVi jirtillery Repiment. On 29 April, interrogation
of a PV cajtured by C5F personnel fou Kilometers northwest of BEN HZIT revealed
that he was a member cf the 1-16 Rattalion, 4Oth NvA Artillery Regiment  The

Y stated that the battalion had tne mission of shelling the DAK TO-THANH CANH
srea in order to draw fire from friendly artillery bases toc include Camp BEN HAT,
thus relaxing the rressur: placed on A troops within the DAK SEANG area. The

FW further stated that the U-40 Lompeny was equippeu with PT-76 tanks and that
they would possibly be utilized against BEN HET in future offensive activity.

The only other significant intelligance received throughout the CTZ pertained to
the BU PRANG-DUC LAP area, where intelligence sources continued to indicat.
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increased sneany activity northwest of BU FRANG. Order of battle carried only
elements of the 250th NVA Transportation Regiment cperating in the NAM LYR Base
Area.

(¢) Thers was no new use of weapons or equipment in II CTZ during the re-
porting period,

(d) At the end of the reporting period, most major enamy uiits had moved
into the northw ‘ern portion of KONTUM !rovince in preparation for the anti-
cipated initiati.n of the 2nd Phase of the Spring-Summer Campaign. Eneny .niti-
ated activity will probably be characterized by moderste to heavy attacks--by-fire,
acts of terrorism, and limited grounu attacks, and will probably bs centralised
in EOSTW! lrovince. Armor and field art‘llery will possibly be used in the
attempted sieres of Camps DAK SEANG and BEN HET.

(4) III Corps Tactical Zone

(a) In early February, enmmy strength in III CTZ was appruximately 51,500
troops, of which 33,500 were combat troops. Contacts and incidents remained at
a moderate level with sporadic high and low levels of ensmy-initiated ground
activity. By the end of 4pril, the enemy was estimated to have 50,300 troops,
of which 33,600 were combat troops.

(b) Wwith the exception of the 3rd MSFC's area of operations in LONG KHANH
Province and Camp BEN SOI's TAOR, TAY NINH Province, enemy activity wes at a low
level throughout Februsry. In PHUOC LONG Province, snemy activity consisted of
light attacks-by-fire directed msinly againet FSBs in the northern portion of the
province. Camp BU DOP received four light attacks-by-"ire, while Camp DUC PHOMG
received one. clements of the 275th VC and 17L.th NVA Regimenta, Sth VC Division,
were both identified by documents captured during the month and were probably
responsible for the activity in the province. vuring the month, there <as an
increase in reports of cnamy food shortages throughout the province. Taese
reports wers scmewhat substantieted by the low level of enany activity. In BINH
LONG Province, enemy activity consisted of small unit contacts, ths majerity of
which involved elements cf the 7th NVA Divisicn. The lLlst NVA Regiment, T7th
NVA Division, was identified on thres separate cccasions in an area 10 to i5 kilo=-
meters northeast of Camp LOC NINH, while the 20¥th NVA Regiment, 7th NVA Division,
remgined in an area six to ten kilometers scuthwest of Camp BU DOP, along the
BINH LONG/PHUOC LONG Province border. Elements of the 165th NVA Regiment, 7th
NVA Divisjon, were iuentified during the last week of February in an area eight
to ten kilometers northwest of Camp TONG LE CHON, TAY NINH Province, possibly in-
dicating that elements of the regiment had redsployed from their former area of
operations, along the BINH LONG/FPHUOC LONG Province border, northeast of _"" NINH.
In TAY NINH Province, Camp BiN SOI experienced an increase in activily duri - the

period 1 to 9 r'ebrusry. On 1 February, the camp received a ground sttack by an

]
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estimated cnery asapper »platoon. 2n 7 and 9 February, CSF operations engaged an
estinated ~nery compeny 1D kilameters west of the camp., TIntalligence sources re.-
ported that elements of the 1lst Tattalicn, 272nd VC Regiment, Sth VC Division,
vere locztacd north of the camp, and were probadbly responsible for the activity
wizhin the camp's TAOR, Elsevhere in the province, Camp XATUM received seven
lisht attacks-by-{ire, probably conducted by elements of the $th VC Division to
screen tha movaement of troops and supnlies in and adjacent to the zamp's TAOR,

In H.U LIl Irovince, enemy activity consisted of light attacks-by-fire direct-
ed 2:ainct [ree Torld Force installations located along infiltration routes, An
int 1lli-ence 3ource reported that Tuv-reglon 2 was organizing a new regiment from
tnits oper-+inz in HAU U3HIA Province, The new regimsmt would reportedly te com-
posed ¢ the 247th and 26%th YC and 367 NVA Battalions and would operate in the
CUC HOA areca. Tn IONG HHANH Province, =lements of the 3d }MSF discovered 23 caches
the major ity ¢f "hich were located in an area 10 to 15 kilometers northwest of
LNE TANT ond ceontained over 170 itons of weapons, ammunition, and miscellansous
eauipient, The ratarial contained in the caches was probably intended for the
use oF onomy units overating in “ut.region 5, as elements of both Sub-region 5
and e Lot Canr Sarviee Aroup vare identified by documents captured in the
PANG WU ama uring Narch, enemy activity ranged from a low to moderate level
chrourhouw. tha 777, Tn TAY WIMNZE Province, a slight inersase in attacks=by-fire
vas netel fn "ar %one © during t'e month, probably in order to sereen resupply
operations. me 9tn UC Division ramained deploysd in northarn “ar Zone C with

all of +ho ivisionis maneuver cl-orments being identified during the month. The
2713t 77 Ceovlront was vdentififad wa ot and wouthwest of Camp TITIN NGON on 10, 19,
and 20 firel, whila tha 272nd VC Raziment was identified northeast of THIEM NnON
on 1€ * ot The remaining elements of the division; the 957 NVA egiment, was
ifentifs o ~otheant of amp KATTT.,  Tn HAT NGHIA Province, the most significant
aciiviter rar tne numarous halicopter sishtings near Camp DUC HUE; during the per-
iod 7 thrro-n 3L larch, a total 107 sightings were made, During the month, enemy

and it te 7T IWT Tpgvines 1ncre28ad from the level experienced during Tebe
raary. . .7 lvicize leadquartors and the lL4lst NVA Regiment were believed
tahaws o sl porth of LOC NTIM) “n Rase Area 350, The 209th NVA Regiment.

R AR voome. cam “zentiflad on 6 larch in an area six to eight kilometers

e e UTMT e 1e dhe 168500 NVA DRegiment; 7th MNVA Division, which had been
loza=ed oo - oomu o ramained out or contact for most of the month, Tn FINOC
IO Dt “he T U2 Dwvie’~n Headquarters and the 275th VC Negiment remain-

ed in neo~tlrenetewn PIING IONG Provrince. Throurhout the province, theare were no
rairr comoar " reperted gs 44 atpeared tnat the enemy was content with avoiding
contact ‘x ocrodiar to rerinply and mefit his forces. Throughout the month, there were
many ntelliTance rerords vhich predicted an increass in enemy activity during

late larsh or sarly Aoril. These reports wers later substantiated on the night

of 31 llarch <h=n thare were a Serles of attacks-by-fire directsd primarily against
torder locations in TAY MTMH and MAU NBHTA Provinces. These attacks-by-fire later
rroved t:o ¥~ the initistion of the lst Pnase of the enemy's Spring-Summer Campaign.
ouring the ronth of oril, there were ceveral significant enery relocations in

~
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III C17. In TAY WINH Province, the 271st VC Regiment, $th VC Division, redeploy-
od from the northeastem portion of TAY NINH Frovince t¢ the southernm rortion of
the province, in an area just north of the Angel's wing. The 95C NVA Asgiment,
$th VC Divigior. redeployed from :n area sight to ten kilometers southeast of
KATUM to central Base Area 354, along the western TAY NINH Province/Cembodian
border. In BINH (NG I'rovince, elements of the 209th NVA Regiment, 7th NVA Divi-
sion, relocated from an area west of LOC NINH to the northeastern portion of TAY
NI'V Frovince. The lst Dattalicn; 209th NVA Regiment, was identified by documents
sptured g proximately 15 kilometers west-northwust of TONO LE CHON on 23 April.
The 16.th NVA Regiment, 7th HVA Uivision, remained in the viciaity of the Fishhook,
the Headquarters, "th NVA Division and the lulst NVA Regiment were located north
of LOC W1iH, in Bsse Area 350. Im FHUOC LONG Irovince, the Sth VC Diviesion Head-
quarters and the 275th VC Regiment remained north and southwest of BU DOP, respec-
tively.

(€) There were mo new weapons or equipment introduced in III CTZ during the
reportirg peried,

(d) Throughout the month, numerous intelligence reports were received stating
that the enemy would launch another highpoint of the Spring-Summer Campaign dur-
ing late April or early May, in conjunction with Communist holidays on 1, 7, and
19 May. The enemy is capable of widespread, coordinated attacks-by-fire and
sapper attacks against population centers and military installations and limited
ground attacks against CIDG camps, RF/PF outposts, District Headquarters, and fire
support bases.

(5) 1V Corps Tactical Zone

(a) In early February, enemy strength was estimated to be 49,550 personnel,
of which 41,550 were combat troops. Enemy strength rose during the period with
the addition of the 3rd, 4th, and 5th Sapper Battalions, 16th Armor Office, COSVN,
and several other infiltration groups. However, successful friendly operations
and accurate intelligence resulted in substantial enemy losses. During the per-
fod, the 267B and 269B Sapper Battalions were formed in the SONG TRANG area and
had infiltrated to Base Area 470, where they reportedly became subordinate to the
DTl and DT2 VC Main Force Regiments, respectively. Elements of the 88th NVA Reg-
iment completed their successful infiltration to Base Area 470, while elements of
the 95A NVA Regiment completed their reported infiltration from Cambodia to Base
Area 483. By the end of April, enemy strength in IV CTZ was estimated to be 44,
575 personnel, of which 36,000 were combat troops.

(b) During the month of ‘ebruary, enemy-initistea asctivity rengined at o
low to moderate level throughout the CT., charscterized by attscke-by-fire and

Yroup movement. Intelligence sources steted that the snemy would conduvet, the
TET Offensive during this periodj; however, it failed to materialize die €0 the
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spparent tsilure of the enemy %0 position trcops into his reported target areas
ad the lack of swilicieut fcod, ammunition, and meaical suprlies. wuring the
£irst week ct the montn, intelligence sources repcrted that the 261A, 267B, ana
269th VC i.ain Force Detialicns, wiiich norma.ily oper:ted in the central sreas of
the CTZ, were located tc the north: in Cambodisn bcrder bese areas. 1ln adaition,
the BEtn NVA Reginent wos reportedly cperating in the Crow's Nest area with the
intentions of infiltreting L1idl TWNG Frovince to participate in attacks against
the MY THC City-DONG TA} srea. Intelligence sources further indicated that a
large enemy fcrce had moved westward along the Csmbodian border to Base Area 70L.
This unit was believed to have been elements of the 95A NVA Regiment, Sth VC
Division. During the secund week of the month, the enemy suffered substantial
losses in th~ eastern arees ¢f the CTZ, wihich were believed to have been an im-
portent facicr in the enem!'s decision to vestpone the predicted TET Offensive.
(n € February, elauents of the I-7 and Z-t Tattalions, tbth NVA Reyiment, were
contacted apprexdmetely 1L kilometers scuth of Camp BINH THANH TION. This was
the first confirmation of the unit's intunticns tc infiltrete tc the centrel sreas
of the CL¥. .fter the contact the unit reportedly returned to the SUNG TRLMG
area of Carsouis to regroup and retrain its personnel. iuring the remeinder of
the wonth, the ma ority of enamy actiiity tcok plice in the CHAU UOC Province
srea anu &u,<cent ecreas of Cambodia. Major elements of the 101D NVA Regiment,
1st NVA wavisicn, rejortedly began tneir infiltretion to the Seven Mountains
sares (3ese Area 400). 1ntellirance sources indicated that the regiment would
replece tne 163 VA Regiment, which woulu reportedly move south out of Base Area
400, possilLly tc the U-MINH Forest area. :tlements ot the 16th Armor Office,
COSVN, were identlified in contact cn several occasions during the month., un
February, the Lih ond _°. Battalicns, 16th Ammor Office, were confirmed when
the Ltn 3attalicn's X0 siu the Sth Battalicn's CO were captured neer Little

NUI GIfI.  Fve ceptured during the contects revealed thet other elements of the
16th Amer (fiice wers to infiltrate IV CTZ in the near future. Enemy-initiated
activivy ..oressed cradualiy throughout larch, culminating with the initiation

of the L;jr.a Sonvalgn on 2y March. During the first half of the month, activity

was higrdi, . .tue Cy 6 & Herch contact in the TRM Torest, when ARVN and CIDG ele-
ment.s cornaacted ¢ (v.int operation against the 3Ird Sapper Battalion, 16th Ammor
Office, CCLVE. Tiis operation resulted in 21€ enemy fatalities out of a reported
unit strength ¢f 2-U men. Juring the month, elemsnts of the 261A VC Mein Force
Infentry Datialion and the newly formed 267B and 26yB VC Main Force Sepper Bat-
telions were locsted in the northern border areas of LIJEN TUONG and KIEN FHONG
Provinces with the intentions of infiltrating tc Base Area 470. On 6 March, ele-
ments cf the 261A VC Main Force Infantry Battalion were contacted whi'-~ attempting
this mova. Cther intelligencs sources slso indicated large unidentified units

in 3Bess Ares 0L wit: intentions of moving southward into SVN. Previous inteli-
igece sources had indicated that increased infiltration to Bese Areas LOO and
470 would occur in the future. Increased friendly operatiogs and serial surveil-
lance of the berder arens, however, severely hsmpered the planned enemy movements.
In mid-March, the political situatiom inyGsmbodias resulted in a new polic;

toward the VC/NVA forces within Cambudiesd terwitory. Najor VC/NVA element.
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located in tiie Crow's Nest, SONG TR/NG, Base Ares 70L, and on NUI "(" were forcea
to either nove to more secure arees or to rass larpe numbers cf trocps to avold
the oliensive cparstions of the Cambodian Givermernt Forces. During the last week
of th month, intelligence svurc:s bugan % indicate that the enemy plannea to ini-
tiate his :rring lampaign in the near future. On 29 March, the enemy used wide-
syread attecrs-by-fire, sejper proves, and ground assaults tc initiate the pre-
aicte campalgn. bLnemy sctivity remained at a high level throughout the remsin-
der of the rmcnth., ‘ine Speclal Forces cam; and ARVN Training Center st CHI LANG
were the rost heavil, engapma targets. tlements of the 10ly NVA Regiment and 16th
tmmor Gffice were resjonsitle for the attacks., TRI TON District headquarters slso
receiv.d severcl hervy attscks-by-fire. After the initisl phase of the Spring
Cemp.8ign, directea primarily against rilitary tergets, the trena shifted to harss-
sment ana terroriam of the ¢ vilian jcpulscz. Intelligence reports stated that
this was }art «f the enem's plans to liberete & major segrment of the populeticen.
suring the firat weer of April, enemy asctivity remained at a high level. On
!pril, activity decreased sharyly, possibly in rreperstion for another series of
hig:points, Intelligence s~urces reported that the enamy planned lerge scale
attacks sgeinst the CIII LA.¢ erea in the near future. Intelligencs sources alsc
inuicsted the jossible mcvem= . of major units frem III CTZ to IV CTZ. A PW cap-
tureu in the vicinity of the Angel's Wing, III CTZ, revealed orders to move from
131 <T< to the "l'lain: Region". 1lhe "Flains Reglon" ; s bably re‘erred to the
Flain ot R:eds, wnich encomp-9ses the western rortion of KIEW TUONG Pruvince

and the eastern portion of KIEN I'HUKG Trovince. irrevious irtelligence reports
have stated that aauitional elere:ts of the yth VC Livision, in eddltion to the
ttth (VA Regiment, would relocete to IV CTZ. wuring the sccond week of April,
inte.ligence rsports and interrcgetion of captured enemy scldiers revealed that
tiie 2614 YC Main Force ILnfantry Battalicn and the 2673 ani 26%B VC Main Force
Sapper 3attalions had corpletea their move southward o:i{ of the SONG TRANG ares

to Bose Area 4u70. 1n adaition; the 2673 and 2693 VC lain rorce Sapper Bettalions
were reportedly suborainste to the LTl and UT2 VC lain ‘orce Negiments. respertively.
This would heve given all the enemy regiments in }ilitary Hegion I. am organ’c
raprer bettalicn. uvuring tha second half of April, lise, ceaptured documents, and
intelligence sources repcrted the rovement of mrjor elaments of the bbth NVA
Regiment {rom the KIAN 1H(NC-{ IEN TUCNG Yrovince border areas to Base Area 470,
11sc during this time, majcr elements ¢{ the YA WVA Regiment infiltrated south
from Camboaiz to the northern portions of the U-MINH Forest. Levelopments in

the Cembodian territcry sdjacent tc SUN preatly atfected the enemy's plennea courses
of acticn.

(c) There were no new woarcns or equipment introuuced in IV CTZ during the
reporting rerioa.

(d) luring late April, intelligence sources began tc indicate enemy plans fcr
the initietion of the seccnd phase of the Upring-surmer Campaign, reportedly to
be initiated on or abcut 1 lay 0. lowever, i* is likely that the current Cambo-
dien situation will effect both th: imitistion .ate snd the inten: iy of this sce-
ond phase.
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c. Operations.

(1) 1 Corps Tactical Zone (Co C)

During the reporting period, Company C assets concucted a totsl of 104
company, 207 platoon and 138 squad size operations, A total of 179
contacts were made with the following results: Enemy-287 WA/VC KIA,

62 CIA, 103 wespons CIA, Friendly-one USASF and 45 CIDG KIA, ten USASF,
four VNSF, 129 CIDG WIA. During the reporting period RF/PF unitg advised
hy USASF conducted 84 company, 323 platoon and 317 ,gquad operations and
engaged in 53 contacts. Results: Enomy-68 NVA//C niA, nine CIA, 21 wpns
CIA, Friendly-nine R¥/PF KIA, five WIA, The foliowing significant con-
tacts occured during the reporting period,

(e) On 10 Feb, a company size CSF operation from TIEN PHIOC observed
& YC company crossing a river, the operation engaged the enemy with ar-
tillery resulting {n 30 VC KBA and one 60mm mor tar destroyed,

(b) On 16 Feb, a company size CSF operation from TIEN PHUOC engeged
60 to 80 NVA/VC with artillery resulting in nine VC KBA and four tunnel
complexes destroyed,

{(c) On 19 Feb, & company size CSF operation from THIEN PHUOC ambushed
8 Y€ squad resulting in six VC, one individual weapon, and 400 kilos of
rice CIA.

(d) On 24 Feb, s company size CSF operation from TIEN PHUOC ambughed
an M2 olatoen resulting in nine NVA KIA and five individual weapons CIA.

*a) On 2% Mar, a compary size CSF operation from MINH LONG made con-
fact with an makmswn size enemy force while uncovering a cache., Results
w2ve: one CIDG KIA, two CIDG WIA, five VC KIA, one VC CIA, three indiv-
idusl weapers 71X, 4,000 1lbs of rice, 300 lbs of salt and 200 lbs of

e ’0.7? (Y ‘.: ,:q..‘.f, U‘?Td_

7% On & Mar, a company size CSF operation from TIEN PHUOC made con-
tact =it% a NVA/VC company resultiang in seven VC KIA, five VC KBA and two
Pesttetdiat weapons CIA,

fv' On 6 Mar, a company size CSF operation from THOONG DUC conducted
a combat assault with a USMC recon team and made contact with an unknown
size snemy force. Results were three VC KIA, one individual weapon CIA,
two CIDG KTA, two USMC KIA, 15 CIDG and fiwe USMC WIA, two M-l6s lost end
one CH-46 destroyed,
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(h) On 6 Mar, a company size CSF operation from TIEN PHIOC ambushed
two NVA companies resulting in five NVA KIA, eight NVA KBA, one individual
weapon CIA and one CIOG WIA.

(1) On 12 Mar, a company size CSF operation from TIEN PHUOC assaulted
an NVA base camp. Results were: 21 WA KIA, rine NVA CIA, four individual
weapons CIA and 150 kilos of rice destroyed.

(j) On 7 Apr. a platoon size opcration from MINH LONG observed a VC
company crossing a river and engaged them with artillery resulting in 15
VC KDA,

(k) On 10 A, Campr MAI LOC veceived a ground attack by a sapper com
pany from the 66th NVA Regt. 1he attack lasted four hours until relieved
by a troop from the 5th Mech Inf Div. The enemy force used mortars, B-40
rockets, satchel charges and small arms in the attack, destroying approx-
imately 50% of the bunkers in the camp. Results: One USASF KIA, 22 CIDG
KIA, two VNSF and 16 CIDG WIA, Enemy losses were: Fifteen NVA KIA, three
AK-47s CIA, two RPG-2s. 15 B-40 rockets. 30 grenades, 20 bangalore torpedoes,
75 two kilo satchel charges, three gas masks and one Russian radio CIA,

(1) On 16 Apr, a company size CSF operation from HA THANH, in a serles
of running contacts, killed 12 VC and captured four individual weapons,

(m) On 23 Apr, a company size CSF operstion from HA THANH, while
searchin¢ - VC hamlet, made contact with an unknown size enemy force from
0 to 100 meters resulting in five VC KIA, four individual weapons CIA and
15 detainees,

(n) 1Ir the early morning of 30 Apr Camp THUONG DUC receivad light
small arms fire. B-40 rockets and 40 rounds of 82mmn mortar fire., Counter
bat tery fire was directed with 81mm and 4.2 inch mortars. At first light
a sweep was made of the perimeter resulting in five VC KIA, one VC CIA,
one AK-47, one RPG-7, one mine, 17 hand grenmades. 21 one lb blocks of TNT
and eight B-40/41 rockets. Four CIDG wetre wounded,

(0) During the last part of Mar, two companies from the 1st MSFC and
one company of NONG SON CSF troops swept the SONG THU BON River Valley and
evacuated the civilian population to DUC DUC District Hqs at AN HOA. All
rice and other crops in the valley were destroyed. This operation not only
took a population base from the enemy but also denied them a major source
of food. This valley is a highly productive agricultural area and most of
the crops went to the VC. The operation took plr-~e just prior to aad during
the harvest time,
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(2) 1I Corps Tactical Zone, (Co B}

During the reporting period, Company B assets conducted a total ol
7,550 operations which resulted in 800 enemy killed, 25 enemy captured
and 157 weapons captured.

{a) In February, the most significant incident was the recovery
& two US KIA in October in the DAK PEX TACR. Ons was a USAF pilot,
and the other a USASF obs:rver who were shot down by enemy.

(b) In March, PLEI ME was the center of enemy activity. An
enemy unit, later identified by & POW statement as the $5B Regiment,
initiated contact with a training company on 11 March. The CSP company
was supported by mechanized elements from the Lth Inf Div. The CSF
campary disrupted enemy plans Lo attack PLEI ME,

(c) 1In April, there were two camps attacked by indirec! fire and
ground attacks and one by indirect fire only. DAK SEANG was avtackad
on 1 April by elements of the 28th Inf Regiment and LOth NVA Artillery
Regiment., The siege that the 28th Regiment initiated was carried on
throughout April resulting in L75 enemy KIA, During this time the
camp was supported by one company from PLATEAU OI and the 1st and Lth
MS? Bns. Also operating in the area were the 22nd and 23rd ARYN
Ranger Bns and the L2nd ARVN Regiment.

{d) DAX PEK was attacked by indirect fire and by saprsers on
12 April. During the first twc days of the attack, three of the
five main hills at DAL PEK were taken by the enemy, An assault by
the 2nd MSF Recon Company regained the positions. The major portion
of the NVA sitack against DAK PEK lasted until 18 Aprii. 1In total
228 enemy were killed in the DAK PEK offensive.

(e) Also during the month of April, BEN HET A-24l, received
numerous barrages of 82mm mortar and 75mm RR,
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(3) III Corps Tactical Zone. ((o A)

During the reporting period Company A assets conducted a total of 243
company or larger, 1507 platoon, and 2527 squad operaticns. A total
of 189 contacts were made with the following results: Enemy- 100
VC/NVA KIA, four enemy and 1625 weapons captured; Friendly- Two USASF,
one YNSF and 66 CSF/MSF KIA, 10 USASF and 256 CSF/MSF WIA, 16 weapons
lost.

(a) KATUM A-322: At 021L0OFeb, a FAC spotted 25 VC/NVA crying
out their uniforms. Artillery response from KATUM resulted in 13 V¢
KBA,

(b) SONG BE B-3L: At 201430Feb, a platoon size operation discov-
ered a cache containing the following enemy equipment: three 82rm
mortar tubes with bipods, two 82mm mortar sights, one 82mm mortar bese-
plate, one 60mm mortar tube, two Massin Nageri rifles, one Chicom 1M
type 56, and 3,000 rounds of 7.62iwm armunition.

(¢) TEIEN NOON A-323: At 2L1'.5CFeb, a platoon size operation made
contact with an estimated NVA platocn. Results. Enemy~ Four VC KIA,
seven VC KBA, and two AK-L,7 CIA; Friendiy- one VNSF and four CIDG WIA,

(d) TONG LE CHON A-33L: At 2L17L0Feb, a company size operation
made contact with an estimated enemy squad. Resulte: Fnemy- Four VC
KIA, three AK-L7 magazines, two lbs documerts, two bags of rice CIA;
Friendly- Negative.

(e) MINE THANE A-332: On OL13LOFeb, a company size operation in-
itiated contact with an estimated VU syuad. Results: Enemy- Two VC
KIA, one VC CIA (Warrant Officer), two AK-L7 CIA; Friendly- Negative,

(£) KATUM A-322: At 201100Mar, & platoon size operation made
cortact with 156-20 VC, Arty and airstrikes supported the contact.
Results: Enemy- Six VC KIA, three VC KBA, five AK-L7°s and one K-Sk
pistoi CIA; Friendly- Cne CSF WIA,

(g) BEN SOI A-720: At 28195SMar, a compavy size operatior. made
contact with an estimaied VC platoon. Results: Three VT KIA, one
u‘h? CIA.
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{h) TRA CU A-326: At 09030SApr, a company esize operation made
cortact with an estimated two VC companies. Enemy imitiated contact
with mortar and small arms fire. Results: Six CSF KIA, 1. CSF WIA,

(1) KATUM A-322: At 1LOSLOApr, a company size opsration made
contact with an estimated VC platoon. Results: Four VC XIA, one AK-L7

(J) DEN SOI A-120: At 180910Apr, a platoon =i7e ogperation made
contect with unknown size enemy unit. Results One CSF KIA, four VC
KIA, "two AK-L7's CIA,

(k) TONG LE CHON A-33L: At 202330Apr, the camp received LO rounds

of B2pr. nortar and 107mm RR. Rounds impacted inside the compound.
Results: Two USASF KIA, six USASF WIA,
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(4) IV Corps Tactical Zone, (Co D): During the cuarter ending 30 April
1970, Company U coniucted 305 company, 3201 small unit and 429 CRP operations.
The results of these operations were: TFRD - six MSASF FTA, L USASF *TA, nine
YNSF KIA, seven VNST WIA, 85 ~INZ TTA, 365 €ID% VIA, three CIDG MIA, LL wea-
pons lost; En - 395 VC KTA, 20 YC CIA, 2L detainees, two HOT CUANS and 371
weapons captured,

(a) A-L13, PINH THAMH "HOM: At 0615LS Feb, a TR A/C sichted 30 VC digeing
in, VC fired on A/C and runships returned “ire, At 061735 troops were ine
serted anc engaged the enemy, At C51850 the troope were extracted, Results:
YZD - One CSF KTA3 TN = 28 VC XHA,

(b) A-h13, RINP THAYE THOM: At 071300 Feb, an airmohile operation inj-
tiated contact w/est VC company ‘rom 200 meters. A-L402 troops srere inserted
at 071705 to flanlk contact ar=a %o the "ast. Tac Air vas called in prior to
insertion. At 071940 all troops trere ~xtracted, and Tac Al: was arain called
in, At 080130 two companies of “hka 22 2n, Lith ¥ were insertel, One company from
A-113 and one company fram A-l15 and the l(lst Ranger Bn were inserted approx-
‘mately 081400 and two 175 Howitzers were moved to PHI'O” XUYN for support.
At 092325, the LLth Ranrer Bn initiate’ contact w/est 100 "7, gunships and
AC=119 supported. At 1071L0 the }':th Ranrer ®n reported raported six V¢ ¥BA
1n tha area of contact. At 100415 %he l)ith Banger °n revorted one TC CTA,
Nagults: "M - two T, Seven ¥, “cur O°T KTA, one 1"°A°T, 12 ™7, )2 neT
74, Bquipment losses: 1 V=16 rifles, one fA”=15, one <60 I, two L5
Cal »istols, one PPC-25 radio, 7N = 29 V1 ¥7A, 82 VL K®A, two Y CTA,

25 AK-L7's, four °P) LMY's, three P=Li2 "L's, one Rl RL, one AX-58, one
:i=16, 19 hand grenades, one 60mm mortar w/sieht, Ll P-L0 and "4l rockets,
37 gas masks, 16 60mm rounds, four 52mm rds, one 107rm rocket, two bangalore
torpedoes, ten rucksacks, one pair wire cuiters, 15 1lbs plastic explosive,
ten blastinz caps, 200 lbs of ascorted clothine, eguipment, medical supprlies
an2 ‘ocuments cptr.

(¢) 2-h1, MOC HOA: At 111000 Teb, one LOH received ~rcund [ire and
crashed. At 111020 another LOE receive:. two .51 Cal hits in tail sectilon.
&~C pilot reported that the LOH which creshed was 'n fire and an explosion
was observei, There were no survivors, At 111425 hours, Tac Air put in
three air strikes, At 111515 hours one company from A<li3l was inserted to
set up ambushes. 3Jesults: FP0 = tic 1 KTA ‘LOH pilots), one LOH destroyed.
I = 17 7C XPA, five bunkers and 1l weapons positions destroysd,

{d) A<l21, ®A XOAI: At 1:0L15 Teb, an estimated one V7A company initiated
an indirect Tire attack with 30 r-unds of 82mm mortar, an* a ground attack

a~ainst one CSF company at the T0B, r"esultst F) - eight CS™ KTA, ten ISF V1A,
EN - three VC/NVA KTA, one RO 2L, one pair wire cutters CTA,
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(e) A=423, CHI LANGQ: At 150300 Feb 70, one MSF squad initiated contact
with tvwo NVA squads from S5O meters vwith claymores. After s 50 minute fire
f47ht, the NVA broke contact and withdrew, Resulte: FRD < Negative, RN =
eight N7A KIA, ons AK=-50, three rucksacks with C-i, one rucksack with gren-
ades cptr. Army Helicopter “unships and 155 Howitssr's wers used in support.

(£) A=WL32, THONT THOT: At 171317 Feb 70, one 7SF company was inserted
on an airmotile opsration. An unknovn sise enemy force initiatad contact with
the CSF from 232 meters, Aftar a sporadic fire fight the enemy broke contact
and withdrew, Results: T2 - cne UH=1D helicopter shot down and one UR=1D
downed ith mechanical failure, (Both crews were safely extracted). EN = ten
MTA TZA, three ™A XBA, two NVA nursss, cne radio (AN/I°D-$), one cese of
battariss, one "=40 ML, two 9mm pistols, one N"A SOI, a maintenance kit for
107rm rockes, two VI documents, and one AK-L7 eptre

(g) D2=U43, CHI LAN?: At 021510 Mar 70, an Air Cavalry alement observed
treils lsacin; to a clearing and obassrve: an estimated company size enemy
unit 1wstine, Alr Cavalry elements put 4n air strikes &n- received Iirs,
One cempany from A=-149, two compani-s of MSF, one MSF CRP, one CRP fruom
A<l32, one CRP from A-lLi2 wero inserted, After two hours, the VC broke
contact and vwithirew, Tesults: T - Oue A/C down, one A/C hit in the
ta:l boom; IM - 37 TC FBA, three "C ¥XIA, TFH) elements continued the contect
the following day with an estimated 300 VC/YVA. Fesults: ™0 - one USASF
YIA, one 'S helicopter crew chief "IA, two LOH's dovmed by ground fire, one
OE=1 down due to engine failurej ZN « 1y TC KIA, 30 VC XA, six VC CIA, 18
AR<7, tvo Chicom type 57 1%'s, two !™ barrels, 2 M3 Tripods, 3 flashlights,
12 AKX magazines, 3 pou._uom, 1 carrying case for '7, 1 scissors, assorted
medical suppliles and doecuments CTA,

() B-L7 Forward, YIYE 5IA: At UO0BOO Mar 70, contact was established
with enzry elements and was continued with slight breaks antil 1800 hours.
Results: ~ - One !™ASF KTA, one 2%~ YIA, three £SF ¥TA, one !'=16 lostj TN -
eicht TC/T7A YTA, 15 VIATA P4, eicht AR-L7's, two AX-50's, two S-LO Rl'as,
ona (52 "al 7, Ana 7,62 M%, one 12,7 13, one Y5l pistol, 20 rde R.UO
rockete IS

(4 341, MOC HOAs At 051936 Mar 70, eLl :1opnrted that army helicopter
gunahips spotted two companiss of VC in the open and initiated contact, After
8 15 mirute Zire firht, the gunahips broke contact and withdrew to refual,
Regults: FFD - Vegative; FN - 35 UC KRA,

(3) A=413, STVH THAMH TUON: At 060030 Mar 70, one CSF company initiated
contact vith estimated two companies of VC, At 050125 radio contact wae lost
with the (ST, At 0603L4S additional command element was inserted, estabdblished
contact and assumad commend of the CST company and reesteblished redio comme
unications, At 060500 additional troops were inserted to search the arsa,
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Results: "™ = two I'SASF KIA, one '7'S® IT4, ore C°T KIA, one interpz‘:eter,
ons C°T T4, one PRC 77 and “our !'«16, one fA™ 15 Lost; ZN - 36 "0 KBA.

k) A-h02, CHI LAM3: At 260035 lar 70, a ‘rienlly ~lement initiated
conte~~ with one platoon of 'Ti om 100 meters, After a 2% hour fire
Ji-ht, the VTA broke contact and ithdrew, Results: FRD - seven MSF WIA;
T o Fiwe UA KIA, three M4 I, S7 chicom rrenades, one AT-30, two AK-L7's,

" ome "l L, eisght "ok rockets, on: ~7¢, three LA"'s, 270 fuses, ten lbs

TNT, two Chicom grenades, four chovels, 150 psveholooical lesflets, assorted
mesiical ecuimment, unknewn nmumber of -loruments ani assorted clothing and
unilorms CIA,

1) =43, MHI LaM3: At 290130 Mar 70, an estimated company of 'C
init?ated 2 <apper attack on .43 compound from thres dirnctions, The ground
probe .t 43 entered the nompound between bunkers 8 and §, Contacted lasted
for coproximately four hours. Tesults: TN - Tme "IN" TT4, 13 TSACT, one
MR one N7, five ST VTAy E - 2L 77 T, one VC CTA, “ive L7478, and
numerovs zr-nades and P.UD rocknte CTA. 4 nlatoon size frienily alement
Spom ~N GUAT, performine secvritv at CMT 1AM, were raturnine to CFY IAY™ from
ar ambush position, observed three 77 and initiated contactj “esultsy ™n
“ecative, TV - three "M Y74,

(m) A-h21, MA XOAT: At 290230 iar 70, %amp BA YOAT came wnder a& grouni
attacl vhen approximately 397 WYCAT’A probed along the pacoda side. “nemy were
trapped inside the compovnd an+i by “arlight a sweep conducted by A2) ele-
rerts 2limirated the enery. Results: ™ - two C°7 KTA, Jour 75T "ITA, Cne
MR TTTA; TN - 22 VC/MVA KTA, three TCAA CTA, thrze D) RL's, seven AVl
numerous ~renades, web zear an’ clothine CIA,

(n) A=:02, CFT L&M: At 301327 ilar 70, two companies of I initiated
sentact with an estamated V3/MVA company from 100 meters., After a five hour
{i{pe 7i-ht the 0 broke contact and withdrew, Resulis: T - one e KT,
<~poe TSASF and five MSF "IA; "N = 22 7C KTA, nine YC ™A, four C CIA, cne
6mm mor-er romplete, seven AX-L7's, two ®PD's, one SKS, 500 bocby trapse,
five T=!1 rozkets and one 15 kilo mine CTA,

(o) neli3, CHI LAMM: At 09130 lar 70, B-L3 initiated contact with one
M7A company from 50 meters, with the contact lasting 20 rinutes. The friendly
el ment roceived indirect fire for two hours, then another fire fisht was
initiated rnich lasted for an hour. lesults: F2D - two TSASF ''TA, three
CIo KA, six ©7D4 'IA; EN = 13 2 ¥TA, one 60mm mortar, one P2, one B-lO
7L, one SIS, two AK-Li7's CIA,
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P' To ' Torward, CHT Lyth: 390020 Mar 70, A-LD3 received “en R0
Tooets

£ 27" ~ix 7m mortar rounis on the east side of the nerimater, At
37 7L vriec 3 sweep of tha area wes —ade by A2 and A-lN3, “esults:

c e WD TET UTAL TN iy O “Il, four Y€ '"mA, six AVi?'s; one A¥~50,
23 rreng oy 11 BdY rounds and “ive rucksacks 214,
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d. Plane and COrganigation,

(1) CIDG Camp Conversion: The following conversion activities took place
during the reporting period.

(a) Three CIDG camps converted to RF on 31 Mgr 70. An lac, II CTZ converted
L18 CIDG of 482 assigned. My Dien II in IV CTZ converted 244 CIDG of 266
assigned. lastly, My Phuoc Tay, IV CTZ converted 495 out of 533 assigned. A
total of 1,157 CIDG converted from the above named campse.

(b, Two CIDG camps in III CTZ converted %o RF on 30 Apr. Bunard converted
270 CIDG out of 299 assigned and Minh Thanh converted 362 of U422 assigned CIDG,

(¢) Remaining CIDG camps scheduled to convert as part o Phasedown in FY
70 are Plateau G and Nhon Co 4n II CTZ and Duc Phong in III CTZ all of which
will convert on 31 May 70.

(d) On 1 March elements of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Mobile Strike Force Commands
entered the conversion cycle, MSF conversion plens call for the formation of the
following RF companies and Group HQ's: II CTZ - ? RF companies, 3 Gp HQ's -

318 RF spaces; III CTZ - 7 RF companies, 2 Gp HQ's, 899 RF spaces; IV CTZ - b
RF companies, 1 Gp HQ's, 511 RF spaces.

(2) MTOE: A modified TOE Concept Plan was submitted to COMUSMACV: ATTN:
J3-033, 16 Dec 69 to reorganize Sth SFGA in accordance with the draft revision
of TOE 31G (Army 75). Presently this HC's is awaiting DA approval/disapproval
for the proposed TOE which is expected some time after July 70.

(3) USASF Space Reductiopa: In support of Phase III Redeployment (Keystone
Blue Jay), 5th SFGA reduced its authorized and assigned personnel strength to
3,080 USASF. Concurrently, with this 400 man drawdown, Detachment B.57 assets
were reassigned to the 525th MI Group thereby reducing this HQ's authorized
strength to 3,0L0 USASF,

(4) Table of Allowance: During the reporting period C Detachment Commanders
submitted modifications requests to TA 1-70 based on the special requirements
for camp equipment and supplies of each CIDG location., These modifications were
in part approved by this HQ's thereby establishing authoritation for stockage of
camp supplies and equipment.

(s) CIDG Force Develomments:

(a) SFOB Security Company - The TOE for the 93 man SFOB Security Company
received final approval and was bilingually published,

(b) POLWAR Reorganitation: The countrywide 608 POLWAR spaces were
reorganized into the following configuration. Each A, B and C Detachment
1s authorized an eleven (i1) man POIWAR team. Also included in thia reorgan-
ization 1s a twenty man CIDG Culture Drama Team, a ten man CIDG Motivation
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and Indoctriration Team and a six man CIDG Editorial Staff all assigned to

the VMSF/HC., Bilingual TOE's published 23 Apr 70 are in the process of being
disseminated to the fisld. It should be noted that this reorganication causes
the standard authorizea strength of a CIDG "A" camp to be reduced from 530

to 525 CIDG.

(6) CIDG Strength Authorization: Based upon C Detachment Commanders request
to modify CILG strength authoritstions to meet specific operational requirsments
of CIDG camps, a directive wes prepsred incorporating field input. Formerly this
directive was entitled "CIDG Strength Reduction.” Presently it has been concurred
in by VNSF/HC ard is awaiting the CO's approval.

(7) Relocation of By Prapg: Construction of New Bu Prang began on 28 Jan
70 and continued throughout the reporting periocd. location of the :iew camp is
YU6B80ULYS or about 17 KM's to the southeast of the original camp. By close of

April, fourty four (L4) percent of the personnel e¢nd : Juipment had been relocatad
to the new site.

(8) 1 CTZ (Company C) Currept Flang/Concepts:

(a) Effective 2 March 1970 thwe majority of the CIDG TACRy in the I CTZ were
expanded to place more of the populated and agricultural areas under control of
the GVN, .

(b) As it has beer a common practice in the past for the NVA/VC unita +a
use established milita.y and political bouncaries’ for infiltration and staging
arsas, A concertrated effort has been made to conduct offensive operations
in thess rewl: ajquired areas, as well as extending operations past previously
astablished ro=ders., Maximum use of helicopter assets available has been used
te dirsert CLF and MF troops into these areas.

(o) Fwhar urits 4n the I CTZ have willingly granted AO extensions to the
CIG for *hass “oruer oreratliorns, especially the areas to the west of the camp
TAORe, whinh ar~ r-rmally part of the Reconnalssance mne.

(d) Tre Areri-cal Division, whose operaticnsl arew encompasses the 5 scuthern
campa in I CTZ has expressed concern over the expanded TACRs., The Division
apparently feels the sxpanded CIDG TAORs have restricted their cqi;ntrol of key
terrain and maneuver ares along the western edges of their TAOR. - The Americal
Division has requested X(IV Corps to have the CIDG TACR esstern btoundaries returned
to their original configuration. Company C 4s presently completing its reolv to this
requast, and is basically requesting further expansion of the CIDG TAORs.

(o) Misecllaneous: During the reporting period coordination was made with
IXIV Corps Artillery and I Corps Artillery to establish further traiming programs
for the CIDG Artillery program, It has been recommerded that future training also
include YNSF as well as CiDG. ARVN CORPS Artillery has Training teams that travel
to ARVN Artillery battalions and batteries in the CTZ to comduct evaluations of the
batteries and to concuct training. Coordination is presently being effected to
have one of these teams go to T huong Duc (A-109) to conduct joint training for the
CIDG, VNSF, and USASF. It 4s planned to have each camp in the CTZ ssnd two CIDG, one
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VNSF und one USASF to attend the trairing. Since the training will be given by
the ARVN, an interperter will only be needed for the USASF, who already have a
basic knowladge of Artillery procedures and it is felt the VNSF andCIDG will be
more receptive to instruction being nreszented hy the ARVN,

(9) II _CTZ (Compeny B) Current Plans/Concents:

(a) Two camps are processing for conversion to RF: Camps Nhon Co and Plateau
G1, which ¢ornvert on 31 May 70.

(b) The 2d Motile Strike Force Command has the 2d Bn, 3d Bn and HQs and Service
Company standing down for processing and conversion to RF, to be completed 30 June.

(¢) The 1st MSF Recon Company was disbanded during the reporting period gnd
personnel intergrated into the 1st Bn. ¥

(d) There were no major prob.em areas during the conversion of Camp An lac
on 31 Mar 70,

(10) III CTZ (Compeny A) Current Plans/Congepts:

{8) Since the last reporting period, emphasis nas been plaeed on conducting
platoon siged operations, with company on stardby for reinforcement in the III CTZ,
Platoon size operations are able to cover a larger aresa and this has been an
sffective countermeasure tc the increased enemy infiltration, Past efforts to
increase the intelligence gathering capabilities of CIDG forces has begun
to be productive and the irmedlate reaction to this intelligence has been bensficial,
This will continue to be 3 point of particular emphasis. During this reporting
period the USASF has turned over the responsitility of requesting and directing
a1l air support in III CTZ to the YNSF. This i3 takine p..ce at all levels and
requestzs for Preplanned A:irstrikes, Immediate Airstrikes and assault helicopter
companies asre strictly a VNSF function with the USASF acting in an advisory
capacity.

{b) Az in the past, this HQ'as continues planning and directing, as necessary,
combat operations of subordinate B detachmsnts in support of Corps objectives. B
detachments 1: coordination with their VH ccunterparts, continue to assist the
A detachment in conducting offensive operations. In recent months this has been
to & limited extant as the A delachment continues to accept more of the responsibilities
for planning amc conducting offensive cverations. Of particular note is the role
that the VN companders are playing in the conversion of A teams to RF/FF, Almost all
the problems of conversion are handled at A detachment level and only logistical
support 1s required of the higher detachments,

(e) long Kange Plans/Concepts. This headquarters has followed and will continue
to follow the assigned missions outlined in the Combined Campaign Flan 1970. At
this time we are planning more platoon size operations composed of only VESF and
CiIDG, in order to prepare them for the turnover of responsibility and equipment.

(11) Ivem 5) ¢ ncepts: During the reporting period
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the phasedown program progressed at a satisfactory raze. Four interior camps have
been converted, they are Camps My Da, Kinh Quan II, My Phuoc Tay and My Dien IT.
Under the current plan we are in the process of converting A-403 amd A-401 (IV
Corps MSF) to RF, The disposition of Camp Don Phuc is still unknown, while the
Car Tho facility (Camp Roger L. Brown, Detachment B.l4O compound) will be utiliged
by -he L2nd Ranger Battalion. Problem areas encountered were a lack of suitable
motivation and indoctrination program and a failure by Kien Phong Province to
properly process ard document the MSF and their dependents. Provinca has primary
responaibility for processing these records and problems will arise Af it is not
completed in a timely manner. The MSF soldier corverting to RF has many doubts
about his future, If adequate indoctrination and processing is not previded thesze
MSF soldiers will probably lsave the program in greater rumbers thun is scceptabla.

(12) Project Delts Current Plans/Concepts: The Bowb Damage Aasessment Platoon
was re.evwluated and reorganited to become a Strike Rscondo Flatoon. The 81st Adr-
borne Ranger Battalion will continue to perfect the employment of plateon size,
one day point reccnnaissance type missions began during Operation SABRE & SPURS.

An enthusiastic Vietnamization program for FROJECT DELTA continues at this time,

(13) Letachment BS%. Sth Mobile Strike Force Command Curreny Plans/Concepts:®

(a; A vigorous recru.ving program was urdertaken to offset losses sustained
during the past month. The result was 169 recruits, many with prior experience.
At present a trainring program is being established which will utilize the
indigenous capabilities of 5th MSFC to affect proper training of new persommel.
MSF operatiors will continue, and upon completion of training the new personnel
will be integrated into existing understrength units.

(t) VNSF Force Structure: Det B.22, VNSF, continues under currert TOE,
Approvel %as -ean given by CG, VNSF, tc in:raase personnel strength of B-22 to

that authorized by their TOE. The presant strangth level severely hampers the
VRSF cemability %5 parallel the activities of thatr Det B.55 counterparts.
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e. Traiping:
(1) Combat .rientation Course:

(a) The program of instructiosn for the CuC was slightly modified to
meet the replacement trsining requirements by USArV and the needs of the
unit, .ddeu to the prooraws of iustruction was training in countersapper
techniques, additional land navigation, and !1-2 carbine training. As a
result of the receat phasedown and low number of incoming replacement
personnel, the CJUC was granted two weeks for maintenanre and refitting of
training areas ard focilities, inring the repertiag periud the C0C trained
275 LS persomiel assigned to Stli SFia,

(b} The following; is a breakdov: of studeants for clssses 30-70 through
2ye70:

S0C Crasols DATE COF
30-75 01 Feb to O. Feov 70 Ls
31-70 Ot Feb to 15 Feb 70 60
32-70 15 Feb to 22 Feb 70 38
33-70 22 Feb to Ul .iar 70 W
3470 0l dar to OJ ilar 70 18
35-7v Oy .far to 15 .ar 70 13
36-70 1S ..ar to 22 iar 70 10
37-70 05 to 12 Apr 70 21
30-70 12 Apr to 19 dpr 70 21
39-70 19 apr to 26 apr 70 - 55

(2) MACV Hecondo ..chocl:

(a) The .dssioa of the .GV Resondo Scheool is to train selected
personnel from US/F..IAF units in spscialized techniques nd skills necessary
to conduct succassful long range reccnnei3sance operations in Vietnem.

(b) During the reporting period the laCV Recondo School trained 205




students from US/FWMAF units,
through R=13-70 have graduated.

by unit:

UNTT

lst iar v
1018y Abn Div
Amer Div

173d Aba Bde
Lth Inf Div
75th Ranger
lst Inf Uiv
1st Cav Div
Sth Inf Div (Mech)
9th Inf Div
25th Inf biv
1€1st Inf (Rngr)
19%th LIB

AHT 2/1 Cav
7th USAF

Sth SFGA

lst Avn Bde
10th Avn Bde
ROK

RTAVF

ARVN

CoMrtue VIl

ENTR DROPPED GRADUATED

During the reporting period, classes R-10-70
The following is a breakdown of students

CZRT OF ATTENDANCZ

17 2 15
32 13 19
12 3 9
30 10 20
n 0 L
9 2 7
5 3 2
3l u 17
10 S S
8 7 1
1€ 9 9
9 5 L
10 5 5
7 6 1
7 1 6
1 0 1
0 2

S 1 N
25 2 22
20 o 20
17 L n

LI TOERTIAL
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(3) Company A:

(a) The 111 CTZ CIDG Training Center at Det A-301 Trang Sup, contimes
Lo provide basic and refresher infantry training and basic artillery train-
ing on a Corps wide basis to all CIDG personnel, oat of the CIDG personnel
re:eiving the infantry treining have had previous training of varying degrees
and for this reason a great deal of the more elementary training has been
deleted from the tralring schedule. As a result more time and emphasis is
being placed on squad and platoon tactics and crew served weapons familiariza-
tion. The third and last CIZG artillery class will graduate on S liay. CIDG
artillery totalling 1l howitzers will then be located in the seven border
camps in II1 CT<. Plans are being made at this time to send the heavy
weapons specislist from each of these seven camps to the IFFV Artillery one
week fardliarization course on the 105 mm howitzer, This training will
enable the camps to better utilize and maintain the howitzers.

(b) During the reporting period, the followins recruits rsceived
training at the Training Center:

TRALNING CU GRADU AT1Jli DATE STRENGTH GAINING UNIT

# 90th Co 3 February 25 1oC NINH

« 918t Co 3 February 30 TRA CU

92nd Co 3 February 200 THIEN NOQUN

KATUU
IUC HUL
TRANG SUP

“ 53rd Co S day 29 DUC HUE

+ 9Lth Co 5 .lay 22 L7 :1KH

# 95th o S day 29 U P

(#) Artillery.

(c) The CIDC hospital at Bien Hoa continues to give medical training.
At this time twenty one CIDG medics Lave received basic company medic
training and 26 civilians are receiving murse training. Both courses are
twelve week in duration, A six week preventive medicine covrse was also
given at Trang Sup. The 21 students graduated on 3 aApril.

(L) Compary B:
(a) A training program consisting mainly of marksmanship was conducted

by all detachments. This was an effort to upgrade the quality ¢f the indi-~
vidual soldier being deployed on operations,
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(b) A :lobile Training Team consi:ting of artillery personnel wisited
camps in the 05-23 area, providing instruction to US and CSF personnel.
The CSF were quick to respord to t. is instruction and the proficiency of
the heavy weapons sections improvead.

{c) Company B Trsining Certer his ronuucted refresher training for
three companies from Camps Plei Me, Foulel ileng, and Tieu itar. Dependent
on the tactical situation, additionul compinies will be trained during the
next reporting period.

(5) Company C:

(aj During the reporting period Zo £ has contimued to conduct basic
combat trainin; fcor <IIC at the I CTZ Jveining lenter at Ba Te. Subsequent
training at 3a To will be limited tc refresher training for CILG compeny
8ize units. <The iirst course is scneduled to begin on 7 lay with a company
from A-107. The following is a breczocwn of CIud recruits trained at Ba Tos

A-101 £9
A-102 65
A=103 13
A-10L 05
A=105 3L
A-106 25
A-107 2L
A-108 5
Total 294
(b} The Co C 2nd <chelon .iaintensnce “Crur.i oo jsch2s 5t Ja hang gradua-
ted six CIDC on 1L iarch. another class is currzuti- io .2 ress with 41

students and is expected to graduate 13 Juno

(6; Company 0: Training at Co D iaclude: ¢ ceucrator operator and main-
tenance course and airtoat training, CiiG assiyned to the Adrbout Company
are currently undergoin;: un extensive trainine progran in preparation for
combat operations. The mein objective is to include the VNSF in the training
program. The airbeoat training includes capabilities, tactics, driving, conm-
minicaticng and maintenance,

(7) Detachment B-51:

{a) Again this quarter, emphasis was placed ou the quality of instruction

3k
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being presented at the Vietnamese (.pecial Forces Training Center. The
policy of assigning various officers and non-commissioned officers to
monitor certain periods of instruction has continued. Additionally, one
nonecomnissioned officer has been assigned each day to the Combat ileconnaisse
ance Platoon, CIUG leadership, and CILG Basic Aldman Courses, and monitors
that entire day of training. At the end of each week, a weekly monitor
report is prepared for the Comnander of the VNSF Training Center; S-3, Sth
Special rorces Group; G-3, Vietnamese tpecial Forces High Command; and CO,
Detachment B-51,

(>) Work has contirued on the upgrading and improvement of the compasa
course and demclition rarge. uuring the reporting period an ohstacle course
was completed,

(¢) USASF persomnel are currently revising and updating programs of
instruction for the VLSF and CIDC courses presented at the training center.

(d) During the reporting period the CILG Basic Aidman Course was
established. The course wes designed totrain “IDC medics in the medical
8ikills and techniques which they will utilize during combat operations.

(e) The following is a list of courses graduated or in progress during
the repo: ting period:

COURSES GRADUATED

COURSES GRAD DATE STUDENTS
lst CIDG Combat Interpreter 17 Feb 70 15
3rd VISF Medical Specialist (Basic 4idman) 25 Feb 70 39
6th Tee Kwon Do 11 Apr 70 25
15th riobile Striks Foroe Refresher 1l idar 70 310
16th CIDG Basic Airborne 11 Apr 70 172
12th VNSF Basic Airborne U, Har 70 128
20th USASF Basic airborne 11 Har 70 3
L2nd Combat Reconnaissance Platoon 3 Apr 70 b
L3rd CIDG Leadership 10 apr 70 07

COURSES IN PROGRESS

COURSES STARTING DATE STUDENTS
1st CIDO Basic Aidman 2 Mar 70 L3
33
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COURSES STARTING DATE  STUDENTS
2nd CIDG Combat Interpr. .er 30 :ar 70 25
7th Tee Kwon Do T b6 A T0- - 32
7th VNSF Radio Operators 2l Nov 70 Lo
13th VNSF Basic Airborns 20 Apr 70 116
18¢h VNSF Officer and NCO Basic 2 Mar 70 132
L3rd Combat reconnaissance Platoon 23 Apr 70 136
ith CIDG Leadership 23 Apr 70 9k
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©, Combat Nevelopmerts:

(1) Acoustiec Azimuth Locator: Acoustic Azimuth locater is ar eremv mortar
locator device, devlrved to Ba Xoal, The svstem is made up of five Jocators
and one Telemetr- Display Module, ¥ach locator concists of a feur-microphone
arrav, an azimuth processor box, a tat’ery rack and interconrecting cahles,
Armmy Concert Team, Vietnam (ACTIV) i{s providing 6 surnort persornel trained
in sound ranegine techniquas fer the evaluation period, MNuring the first 9
day- period the locator picked up 29,000 readouts, Tris nroklem is caus-d
b the microphones ricking up frierdlv mortar and artillerr sonnds, Nurine
ttis same period out of nine eremv mortar attacks readout azimuths were riven
for five, Evaluation of this item continues,

(2) Soot Point Sight: 5t* Sroup has bepun evaluatien on the Smot Toint
Sight. With the Spot Toint Sipht, the wearon is brought te the shoulder, with
¢ne eve behind the sipght, but with both erves oven, the firer looks at the tarpet,
The view of the rirht eve is a s-ot at irfinitv ard the immediate area 3irroundirs
the target. Vhere as the view of the left eve rot obscured hv the sirht :an
see the target, so when both eves are used these two visions merge into a
single picture. From vitiin the sirht a hrieht dot anmnears., The firer
need only asnnerimpose this dot on the tarcet and fire,

{3) Tatrol Seismic Irntrusion Netector {(T3IN): Sth Mroup has received its
Jirst issue of FS N'a, on the 1Cth of Marc-. SFC Mupean, MGV J3=04 (™ {"elhar)
instructed rerresentatives from 53, =52, P5% and COC in the em~lovment of the
*53ID. Basis of ‘ssue wa3s 12 to B52, 9 to RB55 and 2 to 00OC 1o be used £
instructional purposes. Adiiticnal TSID sets should arrive during the rext
ararter and be issued to the commaries,
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g Aviaticn:

(1} Arry Aviation Support: Army alreraft for command support continues
to be in short supply at the C-Detachment and RB-Detachment level, C Company
at DANANG receives two UH-1l's to suprort two R-Detachments and nine A-Detach-
ments, T Company at PLTTRU rec ives two UH-l's daily to support fourteen
A-Detachments and two B-Detachments, A Company at BTEN {OA receives two UH-1l's
to supnort ten A-Detachments and three B-Detachmenta, U Company &t CAN THO
receives two H-l's to support eight A-Detachments and two R-Detachmesnts,
Dedicated helicopter support is in extremely short supply. Additional helicop-
ter support on a mission basis is extremely Aif“icult to obtain in all °TZ's,
Support for the 5th ™A commander and staff when visiting I, IIT and IV
Corps is taxen ram the C-Netachment's dedicated rasources and is very disrup-
tive tc their utilization schedules.

(2) Tactical Airlift Support.

(a} The airlift support provided to Sth “vecial Forces Group (Abn) units
has remaired hishly satisfzctory during this period, The C-7A dedicated
resources rerain a major asset to the logistical recuirements of Special
Forces units, The number of dedicated C-7A aircraft for Sth STGA will be
r~duced o- ore zircraft during May. This 13 in keeping with the reduced number
of A-Detachments and C-7A assets avallable to the US Air Torce. Further
reductions of dedicated C-7A aircraft in the future are to be expected.

{t) The worzing arrangement of C-123 airera®t being routed through SFOB
enrcute tc A Comrany locations with fresh food supvlies has been satisfactory.
This occurs 5 days ea.l. veek and is adequate for the required 1lift.

(¢} Stk £734 detachments have experienced some turbulsnce in requesting
traneportation Jor their unlt deployments and redeploymenta, This was caused;
in great part, tv a2 change vhich brought the Vietnamese High Command staff
inte the airiilt recu=cst charnel Zor the first time. Ry continual monitoring
and guidance t*s oroblems have besn reduced in botn freauency and magnitude.
Much amphszc!s *ae teer placed on the proper methods and channels to submit
airlift rez.ustt, bLoth normal and emergency.

(3] 7actical Air Support, The USAF has attached forward alr conirollers
as~igned to " peclal forces down to “pecial Forces C-Detschment (CTZ) lavel,
and sector FAC's operating out of thelr ascociated provinces, providing wac
capability down to R-Tetachment level, FAC
support has greatly improved in the “olloring areas: VR's o! opsratione areas,
familiariszation by both CTDG elements and FAC's with each other's operational
technioues, and routine FAC assistance in =uch areas as air cover, recornsissance,
radio relay and navigational guidance for long range offenszive operations,
Irmediate TAC AIR support for CIDG elements in contact has besn generally out-
standing, slfective and highly responsive to tactical requirements, Preplannsd
airstrikes and combat skyspots have been flown about L9% of the time, with wide
variations existing among the Corps Tactlcal Zone,
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(4) T Corps Tactical Zone (Co €)

(a) Army Aviation Support: The major problsm encountered was an insuf-
ficient number of aircraft to satisfy the support requirements of subordinate
detachments., The need for numerous C:C miscions resulted in the usual
voluminous backlog of personnel and material to be moved, UWilizetion for
resupply eircraft scheduled by SL4 Air on a space available basis snabled the
S3 Alr to satisfy the basic recuirements, but, on numerous occasiais, spscial
reguirements (ie, Ct+C for Combat Asscault Operations) could rot bs met, Tt
is strongly recormended that an additional VH-1lH; or at the least an OH-6
or (H-58, Se made available to thls headouvarters on a dedicated basis,

(b} mactical Afrlift “upport: Zequests ‘or movement of large numbers of
trocps tere submitt~d through T Corps G3 Air “or fixed wing assets (C-123, €-130)
and through YTV Corps Aviation for heavy helicopters (CH.63, CHa7)}, Heavy
1ift helicopters were depended upon to a larger extent than in the past revort-
ing veriod due to closing of various airstrips for repair/improvement. During
the reporting pericd 1327 personnel vere moved by fixed.wing aircraft to include
C=74, and LUL vere moved hy heavy helicopters, Requests for UH.1D 1ift ships
and gunships for combat assault opsrations were racuested initially through
ARVWN channels to I Corps, and were recuested apgain through I chennels to XYIV
Corps vhen VMAF assets were not aveilable, Tigures for the entire reporting
period are not available; however, during the month of April, five (5) combat

assault operations, involving approximately 830 personnel, were conducted,

(¢) Tactical Tighter Support: As in the last auarter, all requests for
tactical Tighter support were submitted initially to YNAF through I Corps
G3 Alr. Aprroximately 20% of all ajrstrikes were floom by "WSF, ine (9)
new AN/PPN-18 Reacon transponder units were iscued to C Company on 26 April
and w11l provide all A-Detachments with a Beacon bombing capability. In
additior, Tcur of them will replace the obsolete SST-=122/KU models ai A-10QL,
179, 1C6 and 179,

(5) TI Corps Tactical Zone {(Co B)

(a) Army -viation Support: Army aviation assets proved extremely adsouvste
for the camps under slege I1n the 7-2L area, However, with first priority eo'ng
t¢ the besiered camps other opsrations and unites with lighter snemy contacts
often lacked support,

{(b) Tactical iirlift Support: Tactical =?+1ift support was excellent vith
all miscsions beine 7lown as scheduled, Ovar 727 02 pounds of cargo werse air
dropped to famps DAK °74¥G3 and DAK PTF, +ith DAL 74N} receiving their drops
at night.

{(¢) Tactical Tighter “upport: Tactical fighter support was outstanding,
Camp DAK ™ had %arafe alr strike capability during the reporting period
with as many as 120 air strikes being used in one day.
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(6} ITI Corpe Tac*ical Zone (Co A)

(a) Army Aviation Support:r During this reporting pesriod the control of
all ARVN ang TIY hellcopter assets to include dedicated aircraft and air
assault campanies was given to IIT Corps Headouarters., Since this has
happened, this headquarterz has had no success whatscever in requesting
additional aircraft on a day to dey basis, As an example, III Corps Head-
quartsrs could make no addiitional hel copters available for BG Phu or COL
Healy during their latest staff visit, As a result, this headquarters is
forced to utilize 1its own C&C and on occasion, a C&C helicopter fram the 3d
MSFC to escort visitors throughout IIT Corpe. It is rares however that the
missions of visitors coincide with the priorities of Company A.

(b} Tactical Airlift Support: This headquarters receives two C-TA
aircraft on dally basis and cne C-123 aircraft five days a week. These
aircra®t are suprlied to Company A from the 83Lth Air Division through
In;:.

(¢} Tactical Tighter Support: '"ith the exception of PROJ7CT DRELTA
which recelve "~ fighter support =hile working in T7T CTZ, all Speclal Forces
canps and operations to !nclude the 3d ®FC, received YNAF air support. Of
303 missions recussted durine the report‘ng period, a total of 261 were flown
against prerlanned tar-~ets. Of these totals however, 17L out of 179 requested
were flown during the first month of the reverting period., Sincs the first
of March, preplan requests have decreased appreciably. This can be attributed
to the standdown ¢f the 3d MSFC and decrease in anemy activity in TIT Corps
during the month of Ma~ch. VNAF tactical air support continues for thes most
part to remalin cutstanding.

(7) T Zerps Tactical Zone (Go D)

{a, .= avigtion Support: «rmy aviation has improved but is still
inadequate iz =urnort the aiglgned nission,

LY Tartical AArilft vupports C7A airlift support is provided seven days
8 waek °¥ n: GIRih Lactical alriift squadron at TUNG TAU. The verformance

of the crev:s of niss-or RIS LS6 1s exemplary.
(¢} Tactical Tighter Support: MNA
(8) I Corps Tactical Zone (B=52/PTOJECT DELTA).

() Arry Aviation Support: Army aviation support during the reporting
period wes ~—ovided Tv the is0th Assault Helicopter Company for Operationa
1-70 and 2-7C., “ix TH1H and four 13 helicopters were allocated to support
PROJECT _ZLTA,

(b) Tactical Airlift Support: Tactical airlift operation for the psriod
were rovtine with nc major problems,

(¢} Tactical Fighter “upport: Tactical fighter support for the period was
Lo
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satisfactary with respect to elapsed time and ordnance delivery. AC-119K
(Stinger and Shadow) wers again used Zor further air suprort. These radar
equipped aircraft have side-firing Hini~guns and 20mm Zattling guns, for
close cupport.

(9) IT Corps Tactical Zone (B=55).

(a) Army Aviation Support: Arry aviation support during this reporting
pe-iod has generally been very good. ‘viation units apparently provide as
much as possible within the limits of alrcraft availability. Support from
Favy gunships at Operation SEAFLOAT in IV CTZ was termed excellent in timeli-
ness and accuracy by troops on the grournd, Suppert from Army Cobras during
operation TNTREPID in IV CTZ was deemed best overall air supnort, especlally
in terrs of accuracy. A problem was noted with the TV CTZ "Cav~Pack' concept
wherein a number of aircraft must be emnloyed as a unit rather then in types
and numters needed for particular missions,

(b) Tactical Airlift Support: Due to the nature of its mission, Sth
MSTC mazes constant use of Alr “orce aireraft for major movements of men and
material, Overall support has been excellent and air movements have run
smoothly. This is partly attributed to the coopezation, vperscnal interest,
and efforts of the Sth °FGA TALO.

(¢) Tactical Fighter Support: Navy "Black Pony" aircraft wers utilized
extensive for Operation =: AT in IV CTZ. This support was described as
being excellent with rapid response and good accuracy. Air Torce TAC Air was
not often called upon because other air assets were more readily availatle
and support from the other asseis was unusually adequats., “hen heavy resis-
tance was met on NUI KHET (Operation INTREPID) in IV CTZ, numerous missions
were roquested; however, only two strikes were actually received. Though they
were helpful they were corsidered inadeauate under the circumstances. Tt was
felt that total friendly casualties could have been significantly reduced had
additional air strikes been received,
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ne Loglstics
(1) Supply

(&) The average number of personnel 3upported during the period 1 Februa-
ry to 30 April 1970 was:

USASF - ¢,527
CSF - 22,535
MSF - 7,52|

(b) During April the LSC Supply and Maintenance facilities provided
increasad support to Company B for combat actiona at Dak Seang and Dak Pek.
This included assorted medical supplies, various caliber arms and ammunit.on;
protactive masks, radios, generatars, plastic water cans. fatigues, boots;
armored vests, large quantities of air items, and miscellaireous small items.
A policy was esiablished on the issus and use of protective masks. A1l USASF
rersonnel will have a protective mask assigned fitted and tested. VNSF
rerscnnel and all CIDG - both CSF and MSF will not be assigned protective
masSKs. OLxperience proves that su-h assigrment only results i~ the loss or
damage of the masks and deniles their avallability to the CIDG when actually
needed. 4 sufficient quantity of masks in appropriate sizes has been provicei
to each TTZ. These masks will be maintained at the ISP until the tactical
situation dictates their uss. Immediately followlng the emergency the maskse
will be recovered to *he FSP and prepared for the naxt ontingency.

(c) Tocal purchases during the 3 month period:
ipr  HMar Teb

Rice 0 $ B615.26 $258 W65 .42
_ccal Purcnase

z : 11,584.7° $u,013.L9 § 2L,1§.8q
Total SII;SBon,E 3/!‘ >)EBO|; A e
(2) Maintenance:

{a) The percentage of deadline equic.ent for the reporting periad .

Itens iz Mar Feb

Crew Served Wespons 2% 2% 2%

Mortars 2% 2% 2%

Small Arrs 3% 3% 3%

Forklifts 108 108 108

Vehicles 5% s% [} 4
L2
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(b) A country wide shortage of injection pumps and magnetic amplifiers
for generatars was a major factor for down time in generators throughout the
Sth SFGA. These items are not available in-country and must be procured fram
CONUS through CISO. The average lead time has been 90-120 days.

(¢) A shortage of batteries for _/u and 3/L ton vehicles and a shorteage
of braks shoes for 3/L4 ton vehiclee were major factors in downetime for
vehicles. These items have been in a shortage during the entire period, and
the 1st Logistic Command has cancelled 4ld requisitions submitted. Again
requisitione ha.2 been placed on CISO in effort to obtain these critical items.

(3) Movements: [u¢ conwersicn -f CIDG Camp ;A-23L4 An Lac cn 31 March has
resulted in a small decrease of Airland total. This camp received direct re-
supply by “ir from the LSC. C=rgo moved in short tons during the period from
the ISC was:

April March February Total
Mrlmd l,hgh.h 1,96301 1,58201 5.“039.6
M.rdrop 11.6 2901 2)409 65 06
Road Convoy L0« 72.1 21.4 133.6
Sealift 1,000.7 125 LO 1,165.7
TOTAL 2,5L6,.8 2,189.3 1,668.4 6,hOE:§

(4) The Property Disposal Facilities operated by the lst Log Comd in Nha
Trang were closed. Due to this closure a property disposal collection point
was established within the 1SC, After classification, all salvage property
is transported to Cam Ranh Bay Army Depot for disposal.

(5) The Group Maintenence Officer has implemented a new density report for
ordnance and engineer equipment to reflect the current sta’ ‘s of equipment on
hand and deadlined at each Forward Supply Point. The purpo. s of this report
is to manage repair parts distribution and reduce EDP time.

(6) On 1 March the Sth SFGA initiated action to phase-in operations with
the ARVN Terminal Command at the Nha Trang Outport facilities. The purpose
of this action was to establish coordination and identify problem areas in
making the transi.ion from the Alaska Barge and Transport Co (Civilian
Contractor) prior to the ARW Terminal Commend assuming complete operatiaonal
control of the Nha Trang Outport sn 1 July 1970.

(7) 1 Corps Tactical Zone: (Company C)

(a) Supply: This FSP supports 4079 CSF, 699 MSF, and 268 US personnel
for a total of S0L6 troops. Supply emphasis has besn on maintaining an adequate

18
CCNFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

SU3J CT: Operational Report - Leesons Learnad of Sth Spzc.al Forces Group
(Abn) for the Period =niins 20 April 1970. RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

“asic loadi of all classes of suzplies and eliminating all excess items of
equipment at each de .achmeat, Th2 TSP has received an excessive quantity
£ rice and each datachrment has *::n seiling rice to CIDG dependents %o
allaviate the storage problem, FIL: supply has besn adequate but there has

besn a delay in ‘he arrival of progi. -ed shipments of~canned mackerel.

POL supply has been adequate. Amnition supply has bgen reiuvced considerably
due to monetary li ‘tatilen recen*ly placed on tho drawing of ammunition.

Other supply categories are adequate witn only temporary or minor problem
areas, The Naval Support Activity Depot 1s phasing out and has aliraziy
turned over many classes of supply <o the Army’s lst Logistical “ommand,

POL in bulk (5Y gallon drum) is rnow provided through the army.

{b) Maintenance: The vehicle deadline rate remaine: “::11- consistent
at asout S%. The primary problen area 1s evacuating vehicls: back from A
Detachments and transporting contact teams to the A-Detachments. Jeep
enzines and water pumps for 3/L ton trucke are still in short supplr. MHE
deadline rate dropped to slightly Lelow 3%, The generatcr -eadlin~ rate
rose to about 187 and is expacted *to rme hirner, ™he vrima.,r problen area
is lask o repair parts for the Lib~y 10 ¥’ penerator.

(¢) car~o !'ovements: Increased land transportation is being wtilized,
however, only one A <)etachment and vne %-Detachment can recelve convoys on
a routine basis, HA THANH ‘s havinz extensive ~epair work on their airstrip
and all supplies are being airdroppei or delivered by CH-L7, MAI LOC _3 closed
for 0-127 aircraft and will close to C-7a4 aircraft wihin the comlng calendar
quartar, The Americai Divisicn wi1ll be running weekly convoys tc MAI LOC and
will gllocate trucks for the A-letackmert's resupplies. Cargo moved fram the
FSP in short tons during the repcrting nsriod was:

¢

Airland 2.5kl
Airdrop - 6C.3
Convoy « 368,¢
Sealift - _ 16z,7

TOTAL:

3.535.3
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(d) Services: The FSP Maintenance Pacility conducted the third of a series
of courses for CIDG vehicle and generator mechanics for improving camp mainten-
ance posture., A fourth class is scheduled which will be a higher level skill
training for graduates of the first three courses, A notable decline in re-
quests for contact teams has been experienced in campe. The 85th Maintenance
Company of the Da Nang Support Command has sent, and has programmed again, a
weapone repair contact team to all camps to inspect all howitzers. mortars,
recoilless rifles, and any other weapons the camp nceds to have repaired. This
team has been very successful and brings parts and manuals with them tor use
on site,

{(8) Change in Suppori: With the imminent closing of the NSA Depot, the
FSP is planning and programming for increased logistical support from LSC and
the 18t Togistical Command., This should not have any effect below FSP level.

«f) Faocility Improvementes The FSP completed construction of a new and
larger ready-line shad which should increase efficiency of operations between
the supply and movements sections. The Maintenance Facility consolidat-~A the
Parts Room and Tool Room to reduce personnel requirements. The Maintenance
Pacility also separated the Motor Pool area from the Maintenance Area to
facilitate operations in each area., The lumber yard and outside storage areas
have been completely rawarehoused for efficiency.

(8) II Corpe Tactical Zone (Company B)

(a) Supply: During the reporting period, Compary  provided logistical
suppurt to 11 A Detachments and three B Detachments., 7This was accomplished by
maximum utilization of availeule aircraft and truck convoys to campe Plei
Djereng, Plei Me, Duc Co, Plei Mrong, and Ben Het. Convoys were run to the
cities of Kontum, Nha Trang and Qui Nhon. Local purchases averaged VN $ 200
per man for the period.

(b) Maintenance: Maintenance Liailso. visits: Sixty visits to A and B
Detachments were conducted during the reporting period. Purpose of the visits
was to conduct emergency repairs and scheduled preventive maintenance. In tis
area of Support Maintenance seventy-eight pieces of engineer equipment,; &ixty-
seven pieces of refrigeration equipment and twenty-nine trucks were overhauled
and/or repaired. Thirty-ssven CIDG received training in maintenance of gZen-
erators and wehicles, Emphasis® was rlaced ~n daily malntenance being the
key to preventing costly repairs due tc neéglect of the operator or mechanic.
Three font circular signa were posted thr- gh-out the FSP. These are safety
signs printed both in English end Vietnamese, Ths re¢sulte are better and more
courteous drivers and safer conduct by all concerned. An A-frams previously
used to pull engines was —einforced for ths safety of the maintenance personnel
in the motor pool- A spe.ial project utilizing two unserviceabla 2% ton truck

LS
CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operational Report-leeaons Learmed <f Sth Specia. Forces GrouP
(Atn) for the Period Enaing 3C Aprii 197¢., RCS CSFOR65 (R2;

bacs and a4 5 ton truck were put together tc make a suitable truck to trans-
nort employees to and from work. Another project was the construction of
a block machine which is capable of produzirg 1.000 cement blocks a day.

{(¢) Movements: The only proble- encountered during the reporting
reriod was enemy anti-alrcraft fire around Camp Dak Seang. Weather during
the period was generally good. The follcwing amounts of cargo were moved
during the reporting period:

Feoruary Adrliard 1.811.860 1bs

Airdrop 2,900 1bs
Convoy LL8,36L 1bs
‘March Airland 2,068,179 1bs
Airdrop Negative
Convoy 621,971 1bs
April Airland 1,886,399 lus
Airdrop 718,794 lbs
Cenvoy 501.i91 lbs

(d) Services: Logistical support of all clase I through V are provided
from ths FSP Pleiku. The maintenan:e section. with contazt teams from
the 62nd Maintenance Battalian and Filipiro Technical Representatives as-
signed to Company B, {8 responsive to all levels requiring maintenance
suppart.

{e) Shortages: Ths following items were in demand and not availabls
in quantity requireds treated timters. laight bulbs, office supplies; and
air conditioner parts.

(f) Planned Improvements: Future plans included the completion of
asphalting the warehouse area. This area becomes mire during the rainy
season, hampering the efficiency of the fork lifts. Revetments in the
class V yard are being built and will be compieted during 4be nexg rs-
porting period.

(9) 1III Corpe Tactical Zone (Company A)

(a) Supply: The FSP at Co A support @ average of 379 US persannel as-
signed and attached to the Sth SFGA, 1975 CIDG in 3rd MSFC Long Hai, and
5,000 CSF deployed throughout III CTZ. £ Special Operation wae conducted
in IIT CTZ by Project Delta (B-52) which required logietical support from
Company A FSP. Thia support cf all classes of supplies was charged to B-52

Lg
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through LSC. The 3rd MSF conducted operations out of Rang Rang, which
required additional suppart from the 145th Combat Aviation Battalion,
This included JP-4 and rocksts, which were transported by the FSP Air
Movement Section.

(b) Maintenance: The deadline rate contirues to be high for Libby
10KW generators and Hotpoint Porta-Cool air conditioners due to the non-
availability of parts, Non-standard equipment such as the above should
not be used in a combat zone if the repair parts cannot be delivered by
the manufacturer. New or rebuilt X ton engines, transmissions and dif-
ferentials are still not available through supply channels. This has
resulted in a high deadline rate for % ton trucks.

(¢) Adr Movements: This headquarters receives two C-7A aircraft daily,
Thase are supplied by the 83Lth Alr Division through IT Field Force Vietmnam,
The majority of troope moved by Company A throughout the III CTZ wer§’&iw
signed to the 3rd Mobile Strike Porce Command. During the reporting period,
a total of 3,897 passengers were moved in 893 sorties. This includes the
transpart of only the Forward Operational Base and three Battaliona as-
signed to the 3rd Mobile Strike Force Command.

(1C) IV Corps Tactical Zone (Company D)

(a) Supply: During this reporting period the S-i Section supported the
following number of personnels 315 USASF, S,849 CSF. and 1,705 MSF. In
addition logistical support was prcvided for B-S55 in operations with Sea
Float and B-40.

(b) Maintenance: During the month of March, 12 CIDG soldiers were
graduated from the Generator Operator Course which makes = total of 42
CIDG soldiers trained as generator operators by the S-L Section, On 27
April, Generator Repairman Course was started. This is a six week course
vhich w11l train generator operators in third and fourth echelon maintsenance,
Daily motor stables using ECCI techniciane have been implemented in addition
to the previous PM schedules. Deadline equipment is listed belgw by types

Equipment Type March April Remarks

Vshicle 70% 6% 3- 3/L Ton Trucks for Backload
MHE L2% 25% 1- 10,000 1b for Backload
Qenarator 25% 13% 1- 30 KW for Backload

Alr Conditioner 162 14%

Water Pump & Sampen 2u% 13%

Outboard Motor 10% %

Airboat 2% 2%

b7
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REMARKS:

The above deadline equipment is repairable except lor the equipmemt &9
indicated in the remarks colum. The above equipmen§ wes backlogged due to
nan-avallability of repair parts.

(¢} Movemente: The fcllowing tonage of supplies were moved during
this reporting period.

l. Airland 1,963 Tons
2. MArdrop 80 Toms
3. Convoy 416 Toga
Le Other O Tons ,
S. Total Tonnage 2.L59 Tons ’

(d) Serviee: Local Class III support is provided by the SL7th S&5
Co. Their suppurt is outstanding. They alway® meet cur dsmands. Loecal
Class V support is provided by the Sith Ammo Base Depot. During the wonth
of April they have not been able to meet all of our ammunition requirements
and on several occasions we have had to requisition from LSC. !

(11) B=55 (5th Mobile Strike PForce)

{a) Surply: During the quarter, this Detachment suppcr‘,aq_f_'j_ average
of 1,390 Mobile Strike Force Troops, and 74 USASF personnel. Two combat
operations of battailon size were supported during the quarter, Most
significant of these was cperaticn INTREPID, in the 4ith STZ, during March
and April, TiL> battalion deployed with sufficient equipment to sustain
them for 10 days operations, after which logistical support was rendered
through the OPCCN headquarters, Co D, 5th SFGA. Ten company-size operations
wers supvorted during the reporting period, the most significant of which was
operation SEA FLOAT, a joint operation with US Navy elements in the southern
reaches of IV CT2. This operation extended over the entire quarter, and is

. 8till in cregreas. logistical support has been provided throughout the
cparation directly from this headquarters. Rotation of the companies every
15 days ras enabled cperetional unite to deploy with sufficient supplies to
sustain themselves over the entire 15 day period in most cases. Orly a
small amount of items were purchased through the Post Exchange facilities.

| {b) Maintensance: Few problems have bean encountered in the maintenance

| of squipment, due largely to the efforts of the ECCI technical representatives,
| and commend emphasis on maintenance of equipment, with particular emphasis

on generators, During operation INTREPID, some technical problems wers en-
countered with the two 3/L ton trucks which were deployed to Chi Lang;

however, this problem was solved by sending one of the Indigenous Civilian
Mechanica to Chi Lang to repair and maintain the vehicles.
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(c) Movements: A total of 128,708 rounds of supplies and equipment
were moved in support of the S=AFLOAT operation and Operation INTRZPID,
not including that equipment which was moved by OPCON headquarters. This
equipment was moved by Air Force fived wing aircraft either directly to
the final destination, or to an intevmediate airfiald (as in the case of all
increments of the SEAFLOAT operation). From the intermediate airfields,
supplies wore transported by Army CH-L7 Helicopters. The strict, inflexi-
ble adherence to Air Force regulations for non-combat essential air
movements, which has recently been required by the 1lith Aerial Port; is
placing an extremely difficult burden on the S-L section of this detachment.
Because of the necessity for loading ammuiition externally on CH-L7 Held -
copters, it was discovered that the simplest and most effective way of
preparing for this is to place slings on aluminum aircraft cargo pallsts
(System L63L), and to load the equipment into the slings. Then at the
intecmediate airfield, when the cargo is transferred from fixed wing to
rotary wing aircraft, the sling can be lifted directly off the pallet on
which it was initially shipped. When C7A Aircraft are utilized; the
solution is to place the container on wooden "skid" pallets.

(d) Services: The Si Section B-S% was able to provide S3. Sth
SFGA, with planning data for the resupply of a classified operaticn to
e conducted by a sister detachment, This detachmant was able to provide
some assistance to Detachment B-43 in improving camp defenses, in moving
supplies, etc. In addition,; backloading was kept to a minimum by leaving
axcess ammmition with the detachment at Chi Lang when B-55 war redeploy-
ing to Nha Trang.
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4

i. ?.ngi.neer.
(1) Orgarigation: N/A,

(2) cConstruction & Rehabilitstion: There were 135-906 projects undervay
at the and ol The reporting period. The majority of these projects are well
underway. 31 May is the projected ~ompletion date for all outstanding
projects and there are no new project. programmed at this tims,

(3) "“ell Drillin rations: Wells have been campleted at Ba Xoal
(A=421), To Chau (X If!% ’m um (A-322) and Thien kgon (A-323) during the
reporting period. Wells are undsrway at Ben Het (A-2LL) and Bu Prang (A-236)
at this time. Future wells are planned at Bien Hoa (C-3) and Dak Pesk (A-242).

(L) Budgeting and Fundings N/A.

(5) Post Engineers: RtU and maintsnance of existing facilities is being
increased Lo a maximum effort in view of the reduction in new construction.
Power Supply in many camps is still being hampered by unavthorised utilities
and improper installation of generators and wiring. This is checked continual-
ly by the wvarious Staff Engineers out camps continue to azcomnlish the
unauthorized instsellations.

(6) Miscellaneous: Transportation of materials continues to be a problem
in IT and IV Corps with IV Corps beaing the hardest hit. The Air Forece will
not fly material from the LSC to D Company leaving only barge traffic availabls,
D Company depends on Nha Trang for the bulk of its engineer supplies,
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Jo Political Varfare (POLWAR)

(1) Generais

(a) S5 ectivities have stressed the importance of achieving completion
ot projec.c utilizing GVN resources. I:ny Special Forces units have in the past
fei1led to coordinate closely with GVN, CCiDS and MACY agencies, It is now
somevhat difficult to gain immediate support from these agencies, This protlem
is especially significant to those Specisl Forces units which are turning over
converted camps to territorial security commend,

(t) S5, 5th SFGA has begun to infuse the Hamiet Evaiustion System (&S}
information regort as a tool of management within the Group. Tategory rat:ngs »f
all evaiuated hanlets which lie with a 5 km radius of all A-Detachments hsve bpeen
prepcred cnc processed for use by the commander, A4s t7e experituce factor increases,
i* is exne-~ted that the HES family of reports will bezome a very .mpa. cnt *ooi
for arsalysis within Sth SFGA.

(¢) Activities were highlighted by the staff wvisit of M3 P unzgan from
JFKCENMA at Fort Bregge. Presently the Group S5 Se:ztion is osreparing an :ndepth
staff study to appraise the S5th SFGA S5 program in RVN and =» offer conzre<e
ozosals fer CONUS training of prospsc*ive Cioiz Ax*ia~ ‘Pay:nrl:giza; Oneva*igne
EEA/PO) Officars and NCO's,

(2) Psychological Operations (PSYQFS}

(a) Protlems in general PSYOPS orientation have been brought forth in
8.bordinate detachment's reports, Gereraily, it is felt that there ias toc much
emphasis placed upon the Chieu Hel program at the expense of supporrtiing the GVH
1670 Pacification and Development Plan, Tha importance of politiza. mobir.izetion
tc EVN must be explained to all of the civilian pcpulation, for the time is
spportune to establish & viable villsge seif developmen* program and organize tae
People'!s Self Defense Forze (PSDF)., However, the population mist ba made aware
of the imvortance of these programs,

. (2) Concerted e forts are being made to invoive VNSF 3% personnel in
tha preparation and plenning of PSYNP missions. Coordinction is being effected
to tex VHAP air assets for leaflet/ioudspeaker suppcrt and ARVN POIWAR Bat+alions
for printing reproduction assistance.,

(3) Motivation and Indoctrination (M&I)

(&) During March, S5, 5th SPGA compiled a.d distributed the firs:
coyy of its CA/PO newsletter, This media will attempt to keep subordinate
elemente informed and up to date with tha new developments in the GVN and
advisory elements, as well as to clarify current Sth SFGA policies and guvid-~
ance in S5 activitiese.
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(b) It nme come to Group SS's attention that ARVY PCLWAR teams are nc*
carrying out their responsibilities a&s far as conducting M&I classes for the
conversion from CIDG to BF, The Grour M&I officer vieited seversl <¢orversion
A.tes wiere thia vas the case, and s.rnitted reports to CO, Sth SFGA, ana to
MACY arc ARV officiels in IIT CTZ,

(¢) The TOAE of the carp POLVAR tesn was chenged from 16 men to 11 men,
erd FPOLVAR teems at B and C-Detachments ur- to be added to tatle of dis*t=itu<tiom,

(4) Civic Actionm (CA)

(a) In keeping with the overall plen of coordinating with GVI CCBnC:es,
CA projects are designed to fit within the framswork of GVN resources ard +:.:e
advanta;e of VST as much 18 possible,

{(v) Agricultural projects ars nov teing utilized more as s veh::le
of ins“ruction rether than just a fresh food source, Large farm ani anima.
rusbandry -rcjects ot the C teams are concentrating on setting up ccurses -
:nstruction for selected CIDG from camps and dependent villages surrowmd .r.~
Special Forces Detachments,

(5) I Corp Tactical Zone (Co C)

(a) Psychological Operations

(1) Zuring the reporting period aprroximately 47,200,000 leaflets
were air l:sseceriated or suspected tase arees, and treils used by the enery,

{2) During the period intelligence reporte indicated trct the
snacyy in I Corps is hraving great difficulty acquiring and m:intcining an adequets
d:et, Trercfcre, he is ssverely texing the lncal population to obtain supoiies,

(2) Thirty sever Hoi Chanhe were reporied by the districts
aurrouading I Corps Camps,

(=) MNotivetion ard Indoctrination.
lectures and rallies bty Camp Coumanders and POINAR teans keep the CIDG informed
an current events, An evening question and answer period conducted by the camp

ccnmander is effective in improving motivations

(6) II Corps Tactical Zone (Co B)

() Psychological Operetions

(1) Major emphasis curing the ruparting period has been to
obtein increased distriot and province support for civilian communities within
the Co B tactical ereas of responsibility,

(2) Incressed attantion has been paid to development of the
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Village Self Development program, Additionally, Special Forces S5 personnel have
acted as a lisison between GVN and ihe local villagers in assisting to develep
and trein People Self Defense Forces in those villages adjacent to A-Detachments,

(b) Civic Actionm,.

Two classes for CIDG on agriculture and animal husbandry were conducted on the
Bailu farm by S5 personnel. Subjecte included crop production, soil preparation,
and treeding of livestocke

(7) ZIICTZ (Co A)

(a) Psychological O,srations,

(1) B-Detachment S5's are developing specific EEI's on ensmy units
operating in their respective areas, A4is EEI's are developed it will become easier
to target specific unite and insure more timely and accucate responses to thair
Fresence,

(2) Emphasis has also been plased on encouraging the VNSF S5 to
assume more responeibility in the planning and execution of POINAR efforts, The
VNSP 85 Section nor submits weekly leaflet/loudspeaker requests through proper
channels, a..¢ recently has become more involved in leaflet dssign .nd develomment,
This marks a significant gain over the last Teporting period,

(v) Civic Actiom,

(1) A policy has been established of using USASF manpover, funds
and expertise only after all avenuee of action have been used and sxpended thru
the ¥illage Self Development Program sand RVNAF nilitary civic action programs,

{2) Becauss of a reduction in funds many nm-eesential CA comrodity
type items have _een eliminated, Although the quantity of thes overall civic action
program was reduced, it has not effected the quality of Company A's Civic Action
Prograxme

(8) IV CTZ (Co D)
(a) Psychological Operations.
A PSYOP campeign with primary emphasis placed upon Chisu Hoi'e has been initiated
in both Border Control Command Region's I and III, PSYOFS leaflets with Chieu Hod
rally maps containirg designated rally pointe have been printed and disseminated,

The FSYOP dissengion compaign between ths VC/NVA continues in the seven mowntains
aATrede

(b) Civic Action.

Rabbit breading ard pouliry programs have besn established at Det Ca4, Both
these programs are designed to provids a diet supplement and will eventually
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be used as a training center for the CIDG,
(9) Detachment B=55,
Yotiyation and Indoctrinatiom,

Several pnotographs of actor John Vayne in his lutest movies, wearing his
Montagnard tracelet were received from Mr Wayne, These autographed photographs
were reprcduced into each of the ethnic languages represented in the 5th Mobile
Striie Farce Command, given to sach CIDG Company Commandsr and postsd on the
CIDG bulletin board, This personal identification with a man of Nr Yayne's
reputation and esteem to the CIIG has had tremerdous motivetional value, The
John Wayme rroject has proven highly successful and appearad as a featured
article in the April issus of the Green Beret magazine',
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k. Personnel.

(1) 8 1 Authorised and sssigned strengths at the beginning and at
*he alosa o period were as follows:

(e) Begimning of Period: 1 Feb 70
OFF W0 EN AOG

Authorised: 691 il 2765 3480
Aseigned: 678 25 2766 3466

(b) Cloas of Period: 30 Apr 70
OF? WO EM A0G

Adutheorized: 691 2y 2765 380
Assignads 621 25 211 3057

(6) Stremgths for CTZ's

ICTZ (Co C)

OFF 2.}
Authosised: 63 18
Aesigned: e 19, Feb
Assigned: é8 181 .0 Apr
II CTZ (Co B)

orr B

Anthorised: 94 299
Assigned: 11 331 1 Feb
Assigned: 92 262 30 Apr

III CT2 (Co A)
ore XM

Authorized: 99 3a
Assigned: 100 286 1 Fred
Assigned 96 252 30 Apr

55
CONFIDENT IAL




vy

T o e

2 o gt .

V- CONF IDENTIAL

SUBJRCT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned of Sth Special
Forces Oroup (Abn) for the Period Ending 3C April
197C. RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

" IV CTZ {Co D)
orr m
Authorised: 80 2Lk
Assigned: 92 264 1 Fedb
Assignads 79 229  3C Apr

(2) Replacements: Replacement input has been consistent with our
currsnt phasebaok program. The cbjeotive of filling oritical slots,
especially in support areas, while allowing for a gradual redustion in

group strength ‘s progressively being achieved.
(3) Discipline, lsw and Order:
(a) Judicial Punishments

THIS QUARTER
February March April Total
Genaral Court-Martial 0 1 0 1l
Special Court-Martial 3 1l 0 L
Swmmary Court-Martial 0 0 0 0
IAST QUARTER
November December Jurgu;y Total
General Court-Martial 0 0 0 0
Special Court-Martial 0 2 0 2
Summary Court-Martial o] 0 0 0
(v) Non-Judicial Punishment:
THIS QUARTER
February March April Total
Article 15, UCMJ 18 37 29 8;
| LAST QUARTER
November December January Total
Article 15, UCMJ 28 15 23 66
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(o) Legal Assistance: Llegal assistance was rendered to 322 olients, a
deorease of 133 from the past ‘uarter.

(d) Provost Marshal Activities.

m mE AR TOTAL
Pass Violation 3 0 0 3
off Limits Violation 8 23 7 38
Curfew Violation 3 1 3 17
Traffic Violation 3 22 1} 39

; Multiple Violation 1 4 3 8

i AWOL 0 1 0 1
Others T n 23 18 58
TOTAL 35 8L L5 184

L) ‘Morale and Personnel Services.

(a) The following RkR allocations wers received by the Sth 8F aGp (4bn)
for the last quarter.

SITE 4 ] MR AFR
TOKYO 19 20 15
BANGKOK 58 7% 65

| TAIPET 20 27 30

| sToRET B o516
MANILA 7 6 6
HOII 85 200 85
HONGEONG 4o usé 35
SINGAPORE 0 0 0
TOTALS 277 333 57 304
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Sth 8 Op (Abn) has been allocated, qn the average, 23 less spaces per month
m MR flighte than during the previous reporting period.

(b) Promotionss A total of 303 promotions were effected by this
hsadquarters.,

{e) Reealistment:

The following are the Sth SF Op (Abn) Reenlistment Statistics for the last
quartser,

CATEDORY ELIOIBIE KEENLISTED PERCENTAQR
RA lst TERM 76 oL g.2%

RA Career 76 76 100¢
AUS, Draftee Y 00 0%
NO/Reservist oy ay 100%
QROUP TOTALS 208 84 L3g
REMARES s

1. 31 BM extended their ET3

2. Twc BM discherged Convenience of Government, accepting Commissions
in TEaR,

2+ There were no amendments.

(d) Postal. The following statistios represent number of certified,
insured and registered pleces of meil handled by SFOB,

INSURED MAIL REGISTERED MAIL OERTIFIED MAIL
B FEB 226 YEB 28 e 51
MAR 226 MAR 234  MAR 262 MR 41
AFR 18] AFR 180  APR 258 AR 11

TOTAL 557 ) 768 133
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{s) Awardes and Decorstions:

1. The total number of decorations awarded to Sth SF Qp (Abn) personnel
for The period ending 30 April 1970.

AWARD FEB MAR APR
MH 0 0 )
DSG 1 0 0
DFC 0 0 1
sS 10 21 1
o | N 0 1
M S o
BS.V 29 L8 101
BS 222 276 19
AM-V 1 15 25
AN 53 79 95
ACM-V 10 16 15
ACH 0 88 38
TOTAL 401 sL8 420
CIB [N 103 66
cMB 9 19 22
PH 37 2l 19

{- nrmards of the Bronse Star and below are approved by Sth SF Gp (Abn).
Silvs: Star to Distinguished Service Croases are approved by USARYV.

3. Percentage of each unit's personnel who were decorated for the period
4 ending 30 4pril 19701 .

59
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VALOR SERVICE/ACHIEVEMENT
WIT OFB MR AR B oM oam
A 1.56 272 L.S1 L6 8.0  11.0

B 1.87 8.8  21.05 U9 19.5 1.9

| c 0.36 2.8 172 6.9 Lo 2.2
D 360 5.88 8.6 97 85 1.0

l E 0,00 0,00 0,00 2.2 74 0.6

| HHC 0.00 0,00 2,00 1.5 1.1 5.5
CCN 2,88 10.00 U3 ‘ .o 13.8 S.é
68 215 257 L.23 .9 198  1l.3
e 216 2,36 2.82 12,6  15.6 2.8
OTHRR 1.00 14 1.70 19.0 2.8 22.2

(£) Special Services.

1. General. The Group has been active in sports during this reporting
period. Arrangements were made with USARV Special Services for the es-
tablishment of a craft shop and photo-lab, The estimated completion date
is 1 July 1970.

2. Library. Attendances in the library was 475 for February 485 for
March and 4SO for March 1970.

(g) Religious Activities.

Services Conducted 262

Attendance 3646
Qroup Parish Activities Invocation/Benedictions
Hospital Visite 69 Conduoted L
Counseling 343 Attendance 23
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Interviews
Communion Services

C/A Psyops Activities

Memorial Services
Attendance

(5) Personnel Managementt
minimum of complications.

sufficient to mcet DEROS and unprogrammed losses.

Staff Meetings
Camps Visits
Caxps Visited

158
396
159

Perscnnel management has experienced a

411 MOS's have been available for assignment
axcept O5C and MI personnel which have not been filled against requisitions

Qualified Civil Affairs

and PSYOPS personnel are also not avalliable due to the termination of SF

CAPO schools, Ft Bragg, N.C..

(6) ‘Civilian Personnels

(a) Oeneral. The civilian perscnnel office continued to monitor
promotions, hiring and other personnel actions closely to insure that
strengths and grades did not rise above the authorized strengths and
grades. Rscommendations and comments wers received for the staff and
units on the proposed civilian TD. They will be evaluated and the Final
Civilian 1D published sometime in May 1970. '

(b) The following ia a breakdown of the civilian employees by units.

B MR
Co A Lk Lok
Co B 576 555
Co C 3L6 348
CoD 396 392

B-S1 5k sy

AFR

L78
566
350
n

su

B
B-52 6
B-55 81
JoCD 163
SPoB 577
TOTAL 2751

XiR
56
83

163

562

2727

s
66
81

182
S7L
2702

(¢) The following is a breakdown of the number of employees hired and

terminated at the SF(OB.
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- S S Tomi
Hired 61 89 Lé 196
Terminated 106 69 Sl 226

(7) Miscallaneous: The following are miscellanecus activities progrems
oonducted by Sth SP Op (Abn) during the last quarter.

(a) CIDG Strength and Accounting. CIDG strength for February wes
30,587 and March was 29,53;. All the reports for April have not been
received so no figure is available for April 1970.

(b) Safety.

1. General. Safety news letters and command letters on Safety sontinued
to be published monthly.

2. Injuries and Deaths by Accidents,

e MAR AFR ToTAL
Injuriee 1n 8 i 26
Deaths 1 4 0 5
62
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1, Madicsl

(1) USASF Medical Care.

(a) The capability of providing USASF personnel with unit-
level medical care remains unchangzd. USARV hospital medical surport
has reralned excellent auring the reporting period; howevar, t-is sup-
port is expected to be reduced during the next quarter. The Naval
Suprort Activity hospital in I Corps Tagtical Zone withdrew during the
rerorting quarter leaving the 95th Evacuuaticn Hospital and the Hospital
Shir Sanctuary to provide a1l US hospital care in that area.

{b) Turing the reporting period, the two Greoup Dental Officers
undertook a program to visit all Sth SFGA detachments to ren-er dental
care, !linty-five rercent of this gcal had been achieved at the end of
April.

(2) CIDG Medical Care. CIDG medical capabilities are being
exTanded to meet the requirement 'being plac-1 by the irminent USARV
hosrital rhasedown: an X-ray unit is neing cbtained for a dispensary
at Kontum to provide support to rorthern II Ccrps caips and CCC, and
to reduce the load on the CIDG hospital at Pleiku: the B-5¢ dispensary
at tha Trang is being expanded in bedspace and an X-ray widt is on
oraer for thls dispensary which will serve as a hospital for N:a Trang-
area CIDG troops.

(3) The Company A medicsl suprly warehouse was destroyed 1 April by
enemy rocket fire at a loas of $$9,000, but has been replacad. Medical
supply drawdowns for the Sth SFGA for the reporting period totaied
$211,85L.11. Percentage-fill dropped tc ninty-five perceni because of
a directive to the Medical Suprly Officer to maintain no due-ocuts from
the 32nd Medical Depot since 7 April 1570- This directive resulted in
sutmitting requisitions on a hit-or-m.ss basis to the depot until the
dircetive was recinded at ths epnd of April.

(43 Training Prog_rt_‘amg. Vigorous afforts have been mace to accelerate
training programs ifor the,¥ietnamese, i:cth CIDG and VNSF. Standardized
programs of instruction were developed or obtained from ARVN/Mimistry of
Health scurces and published for the training of CIDG medics, village and
district health workers, camp sanitation teams, emergency medical care,
and health educaticn aldes., Medicine, dental, veterinary, and preventive
melicins specialists are %eing trained by VNS (with USASF advisors moni-
toring) in order to assist in offsetgéng the shortage of trofessionsl
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pru:u%t'. in these areas. Efforts we contimuing to win GVN certi-
fication for medica, nurses, and other health workers now employed at the
CIIC medical care facilities,

6l
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m, Signal.

(1) Operations: During the reporting period all-slements of the Sth Spec-
cleyr rorces Group comrunicavions system continued to proviuge hirhly resoon-

sive and reliable command and control communications to Headquarters, 5th
Special Porces Group and its subordinate detachments,

A high quality half duplex microwave secure teletype circuit was instal-~
lel between Detachment C-l at Da Nang and Detachrent B=ll at Chu Lai on 10
January 1970, Activation of this circuit completed Detachment C-1's internel
teletype network.

Beginning 10 March 1970 an analysis of the emergency communication cap-
abilities of each A and 3 Detachment was cornducted. Operational tests were
performed t¢ insure sach detachment re*tained both an AM and ™M capability
even though the primary coumunications bunker, generators and all above ground
antenna systams are destroved. Test results were highly successful and those
few detachments requiring assistance have been furnished equiprment and/ or
expertise 1n order to achleve desired results,

On 15 April 1970, M secure voice communications from Detachment C-1
at Da Nang to Detachment A=10l at Mal Loc was established through a AXIV
Corps securse retransmission station. This link has proven to be an invel-
uable addition to the singlesideband circuit between above mentioned detach-
ments,

During this quarter, utilizetion of tacticel FM sccure voice communica-
tions reached a high level. The widespread use of secure voice in all four
corps tactical zones has tremendously enhanced the 5th Special Forces Group's
Comunications Security posture.

(2) TPraining: 7Ne persistent:shortage of 05C personnel within this command
has necesailtatea a program 1a which O58 personnel are crosstrained in tele-
type operations. Daily instructions in addition to on~the-jot training are
presently being conducted.

(3) Kal~,oqgcptalzgpipmantz A speclal quality data circuit (secure tels-
pnoue, ior uvetacnment U=3 has besen approved and the equipment received.
Detechinent C~3 is currently installing the equipment. This 1ink will fac-
1litate coordination of classified information between Headquarters, Sth
Speclal Forces Group, Detachment C-3 and IIFFV Headquarters.

65
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n. Comptroller:

(1) A new S5th SPGA Regulation 37~1 took effect on 1 March 1970.
Seversl significant changes from the old regulation were mad4. A single
salary system was introduced for CIDG, combining base pay, allowances and
imosntives; only CRPF and airborne incentive pey remain separate. A pay
raise of 4005VE for all grades was introduced in March, but was reduced in
April to rates more equitable with those currently being paid other Viete
nanese armed forces., The basic subsistence rate for CIDG was increased to

758VE per day.
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2, (C) Section 2, lessons Learned: Commander's Observations, Evaluations,
and Recammendatlons,

a, Personnel: None.
b, Intelliggnce:
(1) Destruction of \nclassified Waste, (HQ, S2)

(a) OBSERVATION: It has been recontly discovered that Vietnamese mer-
chants in several populated areas near Allied installations are utilizing
unclassified waste to wrap merchandise.

(b) EVALIATION: Unclassified waste, although not containing classified
defense informati 1s nonetheless subJect to exploitation by the enemy, and
should be destrc vhenever possible before reaching the local populace,

(c) RTCOMMENDATION: Measures should be taken to ensure that waste mater=
1al, even though unclassified, is riot acquired by foreign nationals. Such
waste should be destroyed by burning whenever possible,

(2) Productivity of Countsrintelligence Nets. (Co &)

(a) OBSERVATION: It has been noted through the study of int:lligence
reports and fund expenditures that many counterintellirence nets have not
been fully productive due to the type of Essential Elements of Information
and Other Intelligence Requirements being levied upon counterintelligence
agents,

(b} SVALUATION: Hard Essential Elements of Information such as "Known
VC among camp persennel", "VC/NVA sympathizers in the cemp", "Persons in camp
who have a reputation of being troublemuakers™, and "Persons in camp who have
information of a collection nature® are very seldom answered in the affirmae
tive on a regular basis, Because of the low level of opsrations amd the
fact that the type of intelligence information above is seldem discovered,
the agents in the counterintelligsnce nets become unproductive., Not being
abls to answer the above type questions, the agents do not report amything
and thus are not paid. "ithout being paid, which in the majority of cases
1s the motivating factor, the agents lose all interest in working in the
counterintelligence net, As a result, Intelligence Report production either
drops or becomes unreliable, Continued utilization of counterintelligence
nets under these conditions will not provide complete intelligence coverage
within the counterintelligence ares of interest, The agents do not report
regularly, are not training regularly, and are thus not paid regularly,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: In eddition to the hard Essential Slements of
Information mentioned in subparagraph (2) (b) above, counterintelligence
net case officers should levy upon their agents security related ETEI
such as "Morals of employses”, "Rumors among employees®, "Reports of
stealing and/or suspects of stealing",and "Report on any security weaknesses,"
This typs levy results in (1) an answer of yes, no, or indifference; (2)
regular meetings with the agent; (3) regular opportunities for continued
training; and %h) most importantly, the response obtained when properly

6
CONF IDENT 1AL




o

. CONF IDENT IAL

SUBJECT: COperational Report-lessons Learned of 5tn “pecial Torces Jroup
(Abn) for the Perlod Ending 30 April 197C, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

recorded and evaluated can lead to early indicators of possibls positive
information concerning hard Essential Elements of Tnformation,

(3) Continued Enemy Use of Old Base Camps. (Co A)
ey

(a) CTEZXVATION: VC/NVA forces frequently utilize partially destroyed
bunkers in supposediy old and abandoned base camps as living areas and
Tightineg rositions,

(b) TVALUATION: USAF forward air controllers and F'MAF grou Jrces
recently reported finding old enemy base camps containing partial
destroyed bunkers that are still in usa, Many of these bunksrs haa been
as much as 50% destroyed by artillery and airstrikes, WNo repairs or
improverents had been made, thus giving the appearance of complete abandone
rmermt, In same cases additional tunnels had been dug in the stililecovered
portion of tha bunkers,

(¢) RECCIMENDATION: Continual ¢lose surveillance by aerial observers
and ground forces should be placed on old, partially destroved bunker
camplexes, 4iny indication of renewed use of these bunkers should warrant
reaction by air, artillery, or ground elements. “"hen possible, actions should
be takern to completely destroy all structures that can be of any use to the
eneny .«

(L) Debriefing of Personnel, (Co A)

(a) OBSERVATION: U'Mhile advisory personnel are being debriefed at
the conclusion of opsrations, it has been noted frequently that many
indigenous personnel are not being debriefed at the conclusion of the
same operation,

(b) EVALUATION: Indigenous unit leaders have considerable combat
experience, ard are often able to report items of operational or intelligence
value overlooked or uncbserved by advisory personnel.

(c) D2SCOMMENDATION: That indigenous unit leaders as well as advisory
personnel be debriefed at the conclusion of operations,

c. Operations: Reduction in tnemy KIA's, (Co B)

(1) COBSZRVATION: During recent momths, the number of enemy killed as
a result of friendly initiated contacts has dropped considerably.

(2) EVAIUATION: This decrease in para-military forces effectiveness
can be attributed to two factors, poor marksmanship and lack of aggressiveness.
Contacts initiated at a distance of 1O meters by friendly forees which
result in negative enemy casualties is the result of poor marismanship.
Contacts at greater distances, both friendly and enemy initiated, result in
many cases, in friendly forces immediately assuming a dafensive posture, thus
allowing the enemy to police the contact area amd break contact,
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(3) RECOMMENDATION: To increace the effectiveness of mara-military
forces the following is recammended: (1) Adviscrs must influence their
counterparts to glve increased forral marksmanship and weapons training.
Coupled with this increased formal training a program of informal of © duty
marksmanship competition should be initiated., 7In the past para-military
forces have been very receptive to inZormal competition especially if small
prizes are awarded. (2) Advisors mist influence their counterpart to in=
crease formal training in combat for.:ations, fire and movement and fire
and maneuver, stressing the ccncept that victory on the batilefield goes
to the force that most effectively and aggressively maneuvers its combat
power to nesutralize, overcome and finally pursue the enemy force.

d., Organization: None.
e. Training: Artillery. (Co B)

(1) OBSERVATION: The para-military personnel have been very receptive
to the A°VN and U.S. Mobile Training Teams (MTT:s) which have conducted
artillery training on site,

(2) CSVALUATION: The use of MIT's in artillery training eliminates the
need for transporting Indigencus troops to and from a training center. The
troops are able to train on their own weapons with instruction oriented
toward psculiarities of their tactical area, The training remains standardized
and the local advisors are able to monitor the training received by the troops.

(3) RECOMTNDATION: That the Mobile Training Team concept be widely
accepted for para-military artillery training,

f. Logistics: Use of Discarded Flare Containers, (BL1, Co D)

(1) OBSERVATION: Aircraft Parachute Flares come in styrofoam containers,
which are usually discarded after the flares have been used.

(2) EVALUATION: Rather than destroy cr discard these containers; there
are several wuys in which they can be useful, The foam is a natural insulator.
Soms buildings such as TOC'3s, COMMO, and medical bunkers which use aire
conditioners to cool equipment could use this type of insulation, Cooler
air is maintained for a lenger period of time and the temperature dif‘“srence
is quite noticeabls when using this farm of insulation, In addition the same
foam torn into small pieces and dissolved in gasoline will result in a glue
or a thickened fuel mich like napalm, By dissolving, applying to a surfacs,
and allowing te dry, a strong adhesive is formed. PRy dissolving and sealing
in a container the fuel remains in the thiciened state and does not dry.

(3) RECCMMENDATION: That theses secondary uses be put into practice
as the situation warrants.

g+ Commnications: None,
he Material:s None.
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CTRJECT: QOperational Report-Lessons Learned of Sth "pecial Forces Group
(Abn) for the Period “niling 30 April 1970, RAS CSTOR-65 (R2)

1. Tolitical “'arfare:
(1) Agriculture/Animal Husbandry. . (HQ, S5)

(a) OBSZPVATION: 1In many instances personnel assigned to jobs in the
S5 field have little or no first hand knowledga of agriculture or animal
husbandry, nor have they had any actual experience or training in either field.
Many projects in this area fail cec:use this lack of knowledge prevents S5
personnel from properly planning and ...rrying out a new project,

(b) E=VALUATION: Prior to initiating an agriculture/animal husbandry
pr-ject, the S5 advisor rust conduct a thorough evaluation of the proposed

project,

(c¢) Z2EZCOMMENDATION: (1) That basic instruction in agriculture and
animal husbandry be taught to prospective Special Forces and S5 personnel
at the USAJFKCZINMA, Fort Bragg, N.C., and the Civil Affairs School, Tort
Gordon, Teorgia. A study prepared by S5, Sth SFGA, 1lst SF recommending
such instruction is being forwarded to CG, USAJFKCENMA, Fort Bragg, ¥.C.
(2) That an agriculture/animal husbandry field manual be compiled for S5
personnel operating in underdeveloped countries. {3) To insure success of
a given project, it is recommended that S5 advisors insure that: (a) The
proppsed project 1s practical and will benefit the people. (b) The proposed
progct is one the people desire. (c) Seiected personnel have been trained in
agriculture techniques and are capable of maintaining the project with a
minimm of supe-vision. (d) The proposed project has been coordinated with
the local agriculture advisor, the local veterinarian, and with the local
governmental officais. {e) Adecuate facilities are avaiiable to house
and protect the proposed livestock. (f) A source of supply is available
to feed the livestock, (g) The village/hamlst chief will assume responsi-
bility for the upkeap, care and protection of livestock, garden plots, etc.

(2) 2o0le of the 55, (1o, S5)

(a) ODSERVATION: Often staff personnel at all levels have a stereotype
view of the S5 function and mpabilities and tend to over-look that staff
office in operational planning and utilization in field operations, The
ignorance of the SS's capabilities in the fields of PSYOPS and PODI'AR can
gravely affect a unit's mission, whether on the field of battle and/or
dealing with civilian populace.

(b) EVALVATION: Since an active and timely reaction from the S5 can
contribute greatly to the mission's effectiveness, it is imperative that
acticn be taken to eliminate this problem, There are five problem areas
which diminish the effectiveness of the S5: (1) Lack of coordination between,
S2, 53 and S5. (2) Lack of qualified personnel in the S5 field. (3)
Ignorance of the important role of POIMAR, (L) Improper utilization of the
SS. (5) Umvillingness to support the SS. .

(c) RESCOMMENDATION: The SS should brief the other staff members on SS
functions, capabilities and limitations, Units without an S5 should be
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SUBJECT: Operational Report-lLessons Learned of Sth Cpecial Forces Sroup
(Abn) for the Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSTOR-6S (R2)

made aware of S5 responsibilities and consider implementing S5 activities

in their operations. The 355 activitiesshould receive command emphasis and
the SY shouid be included to advise and assist in the planning of any mission
in the field requiring the warning of civilians. lessening of enemy morals,
and the weakening of VC/:VA hold on civilians, Any significant achievement,
as a direct result of S5 efforts shculd be recognized and the members of the
command be made awars of the results,

(3) PLYOPS Exploitation of VC/AAVA Atrocities, (HQ, S5)

(a) OBSERVATION: The VC/NVA have been able to turn P'MAT/T TAT propa-
gande exploiting VC/ANVA atrocities to their own use on several occasions
dus to the lack of careful planning by PSYOPS p-sonn:l.

(b) ZVALUATION: Because propaganda intended to iireci the peopler
attention to VC/NVA atrocities was not carefully prepared. the enemy was
able to turn leaflets pictorially depicting civiiians killed by the VC/ANVA
into antleChieu Hol leaflots supcosedly representing Hoi Chenhs who had
rallied and had teen assassinated by the VC/AVA,

(¢) RECOMMSNDATION: That all personnel involved in the preparation
of propaganda carefully scrutinize their work for anything that would
give the snemy a chance to use that same propaganda to his benefit, par-
ticularly pictures of the dead.

3. Engineer: Sandbag Conservationm. (B-L41l, Co D)

(1) OBSERVATION: Sandbags for construction or repair of bunker and
overhead cover are becaming increasingly hard to obtain in the Jelta reglon,

(2) SVALUATION: The extremely heavy rains in Vietnam quickly deteriorate
sandbags vhich weakens the defensive structure of the camp, as well as giving
the overall impression of being rundown, Many houses in Vietnam are made of
an adobe-type mud, mixed with straw which; when dried, becomes . hard as
concrete and withstands the hardest rains. 3By using this same type mud to
adobe the existing bunkers, the problem of deteriorating sandbags is sliminated.
The cover is increased and the camp's appearance is improved,

(3) RECOMMSNDATION: That this method of construction ve jr.cluded in
publications for individuals working in developing areas of the world.

k. Madical: Professignal Medical Personnel, (HO, <urg)

(1) OBSERVATION: Vietnam does not have enough professional medical
personnel to perform all of the required services; either within ARWN or in
the civilian field.

(2) EVALUATION: In order to implement Vietnamization, USAST advisors
have assisted their UNSF counterparts in implementing training programs to
produce VNSF enlisted specialists in Dental, Veterinary, and preventive
medicine areas, These enlisted specialists are very highly trained in
order that graduates can substitute in a2 limited manner for fully trained
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SUBJECT: Opera:ioral Report-Tessons Learned of 5th Special Forces Grou
(Abn) for t%s Pericd Ending 32 April 1979, RCS CSTR-65 (R2

Dentists, “eterinarians, and Preventive Medicine doctors in the same way
that USASEF medics substitute, with limitations, for a Aoctor, Such training
can be applied elsewhere within ARVN, and also in the civilian medical field,

(3) RECICENDATI®N: (1) ‘dvisors to the ARVN and Minister of Health
consider the possibility of such short-term training of sub-professionals to
help fill the gap until enough professional Veterinarians, Dentists, end
Public Hoelth doctors are providec in RVN. (2) Medical planners consider
the need for such training at a much earlier stage in the conduct of future
military assistance programs,

FR THE COMMANDER:

ry,
’ ’ rd
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(A»n) for the Period Ending 30 April 1970. RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)
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AVHCC-DST {15 Hay 70) ist Ind
‘'SUBJECT: Ov-iational Repuril-iwssons learnsd of 5th Srecial Forcee Group
n) for the Period ¥nding 32 Arril *970. RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam, APO Jav Franciecu 96375 0« .

Ve
TO: 'Commander 1a Chief, Ualted States Army. Paciiic, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

Assistant Chief of Gtaff for Force Development, Depariment of the
Army, Washiagton, D.C. 2C310

', (U) This headquarters has reviewed thcs Uperational Repcrt-Lecsons
Learmned for ihe quarterly period ending 30 April 1970 from Headquarters,
5th Speciai Forces Group (Abn),

2, (C) Comments follows

a. (C) Reference item concerning "Army Aviaticn Support”, puge 39,
paragraph 1g(4)(a). XXIV Corps has recently provided two (2) UH~{H
zircraft to Company C, 5th Special Forces Group, on a decdicated basis.
XXIV Corps is advieing this unit to submit an approy.:a’e, formal
request if an additional, dedicated aircraft 1s requirei. Nv action by
USARPAC or DA 1e recommended.

b, (C) Reference item concerning "Army Aviation Support", vage 40,
paragraph 1g(6)(a). US helicopter assets, in the form of assault
helicopter companiee and cargo helicopters, are provided IIl Corpe by
IIFFV on a dally basis for further allocation to units which have
requested this iype support through III Corps. Other avistion assats,
such as the additional aircraft cited in this ORLL, are allocated
directly to the requesting units by IIFFV based upon priorities estatlished
by CG, IIFF/. This unit has been advised to coordinate directly with
IIFFV for the additional aijrcraft required. No action by USARPAC or DA
1s recommended,

¢, (C) Reference item concerning "Destructlon of Unclassified
Waste", page 67, paragraph 2b(1): concur. Although clzssified waste
material must be destroyed, every attempt will alsc be madc to dest oy
unclassified waste. Even ‘hough unclassified wasie does nct contain
clasgified informaticn, there may be some item in it for which the
enemy is looking. Item will be considered for inclusion in the next
issue of USARV Combat Intelligence Lessons. No action by DA or USARPAC
is recommsnded.

Group 4 CGNF|DENTiAL
" DOWNGRADED AT 3 VEAR INTERVALS;
DICLASSIFED AFTER 12 YEARS. 74
000 S 5200.10
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AVHGC-DST (*> May 7’) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-lLessons Learned of 5th Special Forces Group
(Abn) for the Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

d. (C) Reference item concerning "Productivity of Counterintelligence
Nets"™, page 67, paragraph 2b(2): nonconcur. Paid informants should
not become involved with information regarding larcenles, thefts, moral
turpitude or other criminal acts, Reporting of this type of information
i1s likely to lead to too frequent contact between the agent and the
case officer which could lead to compromise of both opsratives within a
counterintelligence net. An agent should not be paid to provide information
that is not needed by the Commander to accomplish his mission., If
payment is made for just any scrafp of information reported, agents are
likely to resort to reporting only this information since it is far
easler to obtain and, in most casee, does not jeopardize the life of the
individual who reports it as does reporting of information regarding
VC NVA activities, cache sites, and known VC personalities. When this
sort of activity begins, it is virtually impossible to identify significant
information. Therefore, the recommendation that an agent handler should
levy security related EEI on thblr agents is valid but these EEI should
be clearly intelligence related and levied as being of secondary importance
and stress. Unit has besen go advised.

e. (C) Reference item concerning "Continued Enemy Use of 0ld
Base Camps", page 68, paragraph 2b(3): consur: Item will be considered
for inclusion in the next issue of USARV Combat Intelligence Lessons.
No action by DA or USARPAC is recommended,

f. (C) Reference item concerning "Debriefing of Personnsl", page
68, paragraph 2b(4): concur. Item will be =onsidered for inclusion
in the next issue of USARV Combat Intelligence Lessens. No action by
DA or USARPAC is recommended.

g. (U) Reference item concerning "Agriculture/Animal Husbandry",

e 70, paragraph 21(1)1 concur with the recommendation, however, parts
f?? and (2) reflect a local requirement of Special Forces, Guidelines
on implementing new programe and starting mew projects are contained
in USARV Regulation 515-~1 and USARV Pamphlet 515-1. Action by USCONARC
is recommended.

h. (U) Reference item concerning "Role of S5", page 70, paragraph
2i(2)t concur. There are numerous Army field manuals describing the
functions and responsibilities of an S5 and describe his activities.
This recommendation can be implemented by the local commander in his
area of responsibility. No actlon by USARPAC or DA is recommended.
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AVHGC-_ST (5 May 70} 1st Ind ,
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 5th Speclal l'orces Group
(Atn) for the Period Ending 30 April 1970. RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

1. (U) Refepence item concerning "PSYOP Exploitation of VC/NVA
Activities", page 7!, paragraph 2i(3): concur. Policy and guldelines
on preparation of propaganda to counter the effects of VC/NVA terrorism
and atrocities are contained in MACV Directive 525-203. No action by
USARPAC cr DA is recommended.

j. (U) Reference item corcerning "Sandbag Conservation", page 71,
paragraph j(1): concur. Although this Headquarters wae not furnished
infrrmation concerning the availabllity of adobe~type mud or the amount
of time necessary to construct adobe bunkers, this method of construction
has merit in the right locale.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

Clak W Stevene Jr,

(_c[ N
Cy fu.ns Assiblanil Adjuiant Lene:al
MACV
5th Special Forces Gp
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GPOP-DT (15 May 70) 24 Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 5th Special Forces Group (Abn) for
Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR=65 (R2)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 17 JUL 70

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the

Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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1. (C)

Co
3. (0
a.
be

Ce

Missions:

Squad
Platoon

Company or
Larger

Contacts:
Fr imtiated
VC ind tiated

Incidents

I
o)

690

589

134
LS
22

Confirmed enemy losses:

KIA

Cptr

287
62

CONF IDENTIAL

STATISTICAL DATA

o 111 Iv
cr2 c12 cTz  RF/PF TOTAL
2700 2528  Lk20 313 10 651
3308 1497 3958 126 10,351
1Ll 2L3 Lso 8L 2,807
1.8 90 98 38 s0S
86 99 5S L 289
N 99 32 10 294
797 107 428 68 1687
20 6 3L 9 131

Quarterly Comparison of Confirmed Enemy Losses Country-Wide:

Nov-Jan 69
Feb-Apr 69
May-Jul 69
Aug-0ct 69
Nov-Jan 70
Peb-Apr 70

L. (C) USASF losaes:

a,
b.

Ce

KIA
WIA
MIA

KIA

TLL2
2095
1466
1133
1304
1687

CPTR

1L7

8s
128
106
131

20 3L 120

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASGIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
DOD DIR 5200.10

Incl S to Sth SFGA ORLL for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1970.
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STATISTICAL DATA (CONT)
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d. Quarterly comparison of USASF casuaities country-wide:

Nov-Jan 69
Feb-Apr 69
May-Jul 69
Aug-Oct 69
Nov Jan 70
Feb-Apr 70

5. (C) UNSF losses:

a. KIA
b. WIA

c. MIA

RIA
10
19
18
7
12
1

d., Quarterly comparison of VNSF casualties country-wide:

Nov-Jan 69
Feb-Apr 69
May-Jul 69
Aug-Oct 69
Nov-Jan 70
Feb-Apr 70

6. (C) CIDG losses:

a. KIA
b, WIA

ce. MIA

7}
10
23
5

2

8

14

d. Quarterly comparison of CIDG casuslties country-wide:

Nov-Jan 69
Feb-Apr 69
May-Jul &9
Aug-Oct 69
Nov-Jan 70
Peb-Apr 70

KIA
273
283
292
213
199
267

WIA MIA TOTAL
Y8 ) 77
IR 3 163
86 2 106
s8 1 66
77 0 89
120 1 132

II II1 I
c1Z CT2 cTZ TOTAL
3 T j0 R
8 S S 20
0 0 0 0
WIA MIA TOTAL
22 0 3
99 3 129
3 1 37
26 ¢ 23
23 0 n
22 0 16
1 III Iv TOTAL

12 CT2 CTZ
B8 o8 267
329 280 263 1,000

1 ) 1 2
WIA MIA TOTAL
BoL 20 1951
1618 S0 2051
1370 27 1689

98l 53 1250
1047 6 1252
1007 2 1276
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STATISTICAL DATA (CONT)
7. (C) RF/PF losses:

c, MIA

GONF IDENTIAL

1 _CTZ ONLY
9
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d. Quarterly comparison of RF/PF casualties country-wide:

Nov=-Jan 69
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Nov-Jan 70
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8. (C) Weapons:
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